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area, Al any rate it seems to we it is not
for this Chamber to go inio the considera-
tion of whether trade will be diverted
from Perth to any of the suburbs. What
hon, wmemhgrs have to determine 1is
whether this question should be submitted

to a refevendum of the electors. And
when we ecome to consider it the fhree

parties concerned are all represented by
the electurs. There are the shopkeepers,
the employees, and the eustomers. The
wcustomers bave a right to some considera-
tion in a maiter of this kind. They have
the right to say whether from their stand-
point it is advisable that the shops should
eloxe on Saturday, and they certainly
should have an opportunity of voting on
the question. [f the decision were left
tu the ratepayers, only a small section of
the community would be entitled to vote
whereas this matter eoncerns the whole of
the community. In connection with rvef-
erendums there are some questions difficult
to submit to the decision of the people at
Targe; but there are no difficulties in con-
nection with this particular question, for
every grown-up person in the community
can thoronghly understand it and ean vote
Pplain “yes"” or “no” without qualification.
When in Commitiee T may support the
suggestion of the Colonial Secretary n
connection with the YWednesday. T think
‘there should be some option as to whether
Wednesday or Saturday should be the
half-holiday.  ®or the present I simply
suppmt the principle whieh the Bill con-
tains.

The PRESIDENT:
before the Couneil.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE: I move—

That the debate be adjourned Hll

Tuesday nert.

Motion put and a division taken, with
‘the following result :—

An amendment is

Aves .. . .. 13
Noes .. .. .8
Majority for .. .o 4
AYES.
Hon. F. Connor jHon. M. L. Moss
Haon. J. W. Haciett Hon. W, Qats
Hon. A. G. Jenklns ,Hon. G. Randell
Hon, R. Laurle Hon. S. Stubbs
Hon. W, Maley Hon. T. H. Wilding
Hen. R. D. McKenzie Hon. J. T. Glowrey
Hon. E. McLarty . {Telter}-
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NoES.
|Han, B. C. O'Brien
i Hon, R, W. Pennefather
Hon. G. Throessell
Hon. R. F. Sholl
(Teller).

Hon. E. M. Clarke

Hon. J. . Counolly
Hon, J. M. Drew

Hou. W. Kingsmill
Hen. J. W. Languford -

Mations thus earried; debate adjourned.

BILL—YORK RESERVE
In Committee.

CUlause 1—Change of purpose of Reserve
York Town Lot 211:

Hon. T. H. WILDING: The object in
moving {he adjournment at the preceding
sitting: had been to see whether it would
not be puossible to inelude other reserves
in the Bili. However le had discovered
that this eculd not be done; therefore he
would support the elanse.

Clause passed.

Title agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment;
repurt adopted.

the

BILIJ—E,\U’LOX\IE\'T BROKERS.
In Committee.

Clause 1 agreed to,
Clause 2—Repeal.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 6.12 p.m.

Legislative Hsgembly,
Wednesday, 2nd December, 1908.
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QUESTION—STATE BATTERIES
SUPERINTENDENT,

Mr. BATH asked the Minister for
Mines : 1, Has ihe Public Serviee Com-
missioner made a recomumendation re the
appointment of Superintendent of State
Baiteries ¥ 2, If s0, when is that recom-
mendation to be given effect to ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, The Public Service Commissioner has
acquiesced in the appointment of a Super-
intendent of Batteries under a special
agreement for a term of three years under
Section 36 of the Public Service Act. 2,
As soon as the necessary formalities can be
gone through.

QUESTION~LANDS DEPARTMENT,
TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES.
Mr. JOHNSON asked the Minister for
Lands : 1, Are all iemporary hands in
the Lands Department paid according to
Publie Service Act Regulation 336% 2,

It not, why not?

The MINTISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1 and 2, The Public Service Commissioner
mforms me that the temporary emplovees
in the Lands Department are paid aceord-
ing to Publie Service Regulation 335, and
are in receipt of a salary at the rate of
£156 per annum, and inasmuch as there
are permanent officers doing work  of
equal value in receipt of a salary even
less than that of the temporary em-
ployees, it would be manifestly unfaiv to
pay temporary employees at a higher
proporflonal rate. ’

QUESTION—RATLWAY LAUNDRY

CONTRACT.

Mr, GILL asked the Minister for Rail-
ways : 1, Is it true that the ru_ling
wage clause in the contract for raiway
laundry work has been deleted ; and if
so, why ¢ 2. Will the Minister see that
this clanse iz embodied in future econ-
tracts?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, Yes, that charity organisa-
tions might comnpete. 2, Due considera-
tion will he given before any new con-
tract is entered into.

[ASSEMBLY.)
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QUESTION~SAVINGS BANK LOAN,
P, 8TONE.

Mr. HOLMAN asked the Treasurer :
1, What is the area of the land alleged
to have heen valued at £500 on which the
money (£1,500) was advanced to Mr. P.
Stone for building purposes by the Gov-
ernment Savings Bank ? 2, Where is
the land situated %

The TREASURER veplied : 1, Oue
and a-half acres. 2, Greenough. Cor-
ner of Padbury and Evans Roads, ad-
jacent to Walkaway Railway Station.

MOTION—GOLDFIELDS WATER
SUPPLY, TO INQUIRE.
AMlr., BATH (Brown Hill) moved—
That « seleel commitlee be ap-
pointed to inguire into the administra-
tion of the Goldfields Water Scheme
with a wview to suggesting a well-de-
fined  policy with wregard to—(1)
Rating. (2) The wutilisation of the
scheme as an aid to mining and agri-
cullural development ; and (3)) The
supply of water to various classes of
CONSUIRETS.
He said: As I outlined in the diseussion
on the financial statement, I have not
moved this motion with any feeling of
hostility to the administration of the
Goldfields Water Supply Scheme. 1t
has become apparent, partieularly to the
Minister for Works, or rather the per-
maneni officials directly charged with
the administration of this work, as it has
to thoge who have taken an interest in the
general paliey followed in the scheme,
that owing to the different coneeption
as to the object for whieh ihat scheme
was primarily adopted, the adwinistration
at the present time iz of a piecemeal
character. Everyone will agree that that
scheme has heen of great advantage to
the people on the goldfields. It has heen
of advaniage, in thal it has to some ex-

" tent made life move desirable for those

residing there. Tt Thas given them a
cheaper walfer supply, and an opportunity
of madifying those unpleasant surround-
ings which had previously characterised
life on the goldfields. In the second place
it has made it possible for the Govern-
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went to setile a large area of land along
the Fastern Goldfields vailway line, and
te open up what had previously been re-
garded as an area not suitable for eultiva-
tion, but anyone who has watched the
development that has faken place there
sinee the wafer main has gone through
ninst have been astonished at the rapid
development in the settlement of that
arvea. and in the eunltivation of the soil.
In nther directions loo, in Lhe nssistance
which hng been given in some directions
10 the development of the mining in-
lustry, the water scheme proved of great
advantage, and my idea in moving this
motion is (hat the time has arrived when
this House should through the investiga-
tion and recommendations of a select
committee formulale some co-ordinate
policy which will enable the scheme to
bhe administered and the water supply to
he used with the fullest possibble advan-
tage by those who are consuming it, at
the same time making the burden on the
taxpayers of the State as light as possible.
I the first place when the scheme was
first sugwested by the late Engineer-in-
Chief and taken up by Sir John Forrest,
there ¢an be no doubt it was designed
primarily, and I think entirely, as a
scheme to supply water at a cheap rate
to the goldfields.

Mr., Taylor : Caolgardie alope.

Mr. BATH : It was called the “Cool-
gardie Water Scheme,” but at that time
‘they assuredly had in their minds the
development that was taking place in the
newer field of Hannans. Sinee that con-
ceplion of what the scheme was designed
for, we have had numerouns reticnlation
services and we have made it supply not
only the goldfields towns for the. assist-
ance of mining propositions, but we have
alzo supplied water to agrienltural‘towns
along the goldfields line, and on the Great
‘Southern Railway, and we are also
making it a medium for assisting agri-
culteral settlers ; and each of these
separate propositions has been added to
the first eonception of the scheme, with
the result that there has been no singie
policy running through the administra-
tion of the Goldfields Water Scheme. I
have not anticipated the investigations of
the seleet committee by going into

{2 DecemBER, 1908.]

Select Committee. 551
figures or details with regard to the
revenue derived from the different classes
of consumers on the woldfields. T be-
lieve it will be borne out by those who have
watched the admnnistration of the scheme,
that the heaviest burden in providing
revenue i{o meet the cbarges of this
scheme is borne by the household con-
sumers on the Fastern CGioldfields. We
are told. and it iz often urged especially
from the goldficlds that the scheme should
be utilised (0 a greater extent for the
encouragement of mining development,
and giving assistance to low-grade pro-
positions, while on the other hand the
Minisier for Agrienlture 'in his enthusi-
asm for that department of ihe State’s
activily has not only ontlined a policy
that it shonld be used to a greater degree
for agrieultural development, but his in-
fMluence has been used in the administra-
tion, in favour of specially low terms for
what is known as drrigation work, I
have heard a great deal ahout this scheme,
and whaf it was going to do for the
people of Western Australia. We bave
had claborale pictures about the desert
blogsoming as the rose, but T have never
had any faith in this seheme as a means
for eneouraging any extensive irrigation
work, Where water is to be pumped a
greai distance involving a large direct ex-
pensze, and an indirect expenze of main-
taining a long waler main and making
provigion for a large amount of depre-
ciation, wear and tear. 1t w absolutely im-
possible to zo in for any scheme of imi-
gation on an extensive seale. 1 have
looked into this question elsewhere, and
it is held in Victoria and New South
Wales, where they go in for hirigation on
an extensive scale, and even in America
and Tndia, and where they supply
water at anvthing more than 6d. per
thousand gallons, it is altogether impos-
sible for irrigation purposes. Tt is alto-
gether too expensive, and even 8d. per
thousand gallons in the United States is
regarded as a prohibitive rate for irriga-
tion purposes. Bearing that in mind it
seems to me that even before we under-
take a small scheme in the way of wriga-
tion, we must perfect the details of ad-
ministration. so that the scheme will be
of the ereatest possible advantage for
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those for whom it was primarily designed,
and they are the people on the goldfields.
In regard to mining development, I am
satisfied that whatever assistance we give
in that way should be by a direct vote on
the Mines Estimates; it should be ap-
proved by Patliament; it should be a sum
voted by ns for the encouragement of the
mining industry and administered by the
Mines Depavtment, not, I would say,
under  present  methods, but under
methads [ will outline. However, that as-
sistanee should be administered through
the Mines Department, and it shonld be
a recoup to the Goldfields Water Supply
Administration aceording to whatever
changed details may be decided npouw,
either by the recommendations of this
select committee or by the Works Depart-
ment itself. While I advocate that a
lump sum should be voted—and I do it
not only in this eonnection but also in
rezard to the encouragement of mining
generally—1I say we will never have satis-
faction or impartial administration until
we eall to onr counsels the praeciical ad-
vice of those who are on the spot; and if
we vote a direct sum for the purpose of
reeouping the Public Works Department
for what might be regarded as the un-
profitable sale of water from the gold-
fields scheme, we should have some praec-
tical adviee, the advice of men on the
spot, to say who should receive that as-
sistance and the extent to which the as-
sistance should be granfed. My proposal
in, regard to the seheme—and T have
thought the matter out—is that the gold-
fields should be regarded as one division
of the scheme. The Public Works De-
partment should econtract to deliver cer-
tain specified quantities of water at the
reservoir at Bullabulling, one million gal-
lons at a certain price, a million and a-
half at a lower price, and two millions at
a still lower price: but the reticulation of
that water—what we might call the re-
tail sale—would be taken over by a trust
to be elected hy those people directly in-
terested n the administration of  the
scheme so far as the goldfields arve con-
cerned. That trust would take over the
existing reticulation at a valuation to he
decided on, and they would have com-

plete control of the supply of water to’

[ASSEMBLY.]
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the various classes of consumers withim
the area, whiech would include Coolgardie,

Kalgoorlie, Bonlder, and the outlying
mining eentres.
The Minister for 1Works: Southern

Cross?

Mr. BATH: Southern Cross eould not
very well he imeluded in a trust contrel-
ling the Fastern Goldfields.

The Attorney General: Do you inelude
the retieulation in the municipality itself?

Mr. BATH: Yes; I see no possible
objeet in splitting up the administration
into separate local governing bodies on
the goldfields. It would only lead to con-
fusion, conflict of views and unjustifiable
expense in administration. In fact if we
were to split up the econtrol among the
different loeal governing bodies there, the
last state of the water supply would be
worse than the first. T think the area is
not only sufficiently compaet to justify
one local governing bhody for this pur-
pose—eall it trust or board or what you
may—but it is suofiiciently compaet to
justify amalgamation - for other loeal
governing purposes, an amalgamation I

hope to see accomplished in the near
future.

Mr. Walker : Do you include
Kanowna?

Mr. BATH: Yes. The trust should

have the Zight to fix the prices or the rates
at whieh the water would be supplied, as
T said before, to the different classes of
consumers; and when it came to a ques-
tion of considering the need for encourag-
ing mining development they would fix
their price on their ordinary seale, and
whatever assistance Parliament wounld
render in that direetion would come
direcily from the Mines Department,
from fthe vote which we, as members,
would allacate each wear on the Esti-
mates.

The 3Alinister for Works: Would the
trust deal with extensions?

Mr. BATH: They would deal with ex-
tensions on the goldfields avea.

The Minister for Works: Would the
Government put the eapital at their dis-
posal?

Mr. BATH: The trust would aet. so
far as that area was coneerned, in pre-
cisely the same way as the present ad-
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ministration in securing the subsidiary
aapital for extensions, temporary or per-
manent, as the case might be; and they
would have precisely the same powers as
the present administration, so far as that
area is concerned. This, in my opinion,
would have the effect of bringing to bear
the loeal experience of those who are in-
terested, of those who kouw the local
wants; and ihey wounld probably fix the
rates on a more equitable basis than ean
he done by an administration, no matter
how good or capable, centred in Perth.
Another matter that requires considera-
tion is that of rating. Under the exist-
ng system, so far as the agrieultural
areas are concerned, water has been sup-
plied in many instances under what has
been known as the guarantee system.
Certain people make representation that
they want a branch pipe line laid out to
an area in which a number of them are
serttled together, and the first thing the
Jdepartment do is to secure details of the
<cost of the proposed retieulation; and
then if the proposition appears to be good
enough they go the extent of having a
survey made, and they make known to
those who -have made the application
what the annual cost will be to. them. The
cost is fixed on a basis of 10 per cent. on
the cost of reticulation, and these appli-
cants are asked to provide a guarantee
to return that amount, and are given a
supply of water up to that amount ae-
cording to the rate per thousand gallons
fixed for the area, while anything over
the amount is paid for as extra water.
The position now is that certain people
may he willing to come forward with a
cuarantee, in order to secure a supply,
and if a sufficient number of them have
enaranteed te provide the amount neces-
sary to pay the 10 per cent,, the pipe is
laid down aund they secure the benefit of
the water; but those whe refuse to pay
any portion of the guarantee are also able
to secure a supply of water from the
hranch pipe line. Of course it is true. as
the Minister for Works pointed out the
other night, that if the supply i= only
sufficient to go round for those that have
provided the zuarantee, then those who
have not paid anything are not permitted
to secure the water; hat from what I have
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been told. those who have refused to pro-
vide any purtiva of Lhe guaraniee have
been ahle 10 get their water at the same
rate as those who have put up their
nney,

The Minister for Works: When it is
available,

Mr. Butcher: There is no hardship; the
guarantee costs them nothing.

Mr. BATH: The guarantee costs them
a great deal. They might not need the
water to the extent of the guarantee,
yet they have to provide the full amount,
whereas the man who does nof provide
any guarauntee ean get as muoeh water as
he wants, and all he has to de is to pay
for the: water he consumes. T know in-
stances wliere very big landowners on the
braneh pipe line from Northam fo York
and Beverley ahsolutely refused to come
up with any portion of the guarantee
They were wealthy men and in a position
to pay, but the burden had to be borne
by the smaller landowners who provided
the guarantee asked for,

The Minister for Works: I think you
have overlooked the faet that if an extra
consumer eomes in it reduces the liability
to the gnarantors.

Mr. BATH: It certainly reduces the
liability, but does not put the guarantors
on the same basis as the others.  The
Minister will admit that the man who
does not provide the guarantee las an
advantage over the others. My opinion
is that an equitable adjustment of this,
and one that would give the Works
Department greater seenrity, would be
that where a pipe line is asked for, a
certain rating area should be proclaimed,
and the landholders within that arvea
who would benefit by the pipe line
should be rated on ihe unimproved
value of their holdings. Then they would
pay in proportion to the area held by
them in the loeality.

Mr. Butcher: Whether they require the
water or not?

Mr. BATH: Yes; because the construe-
tion of the pipe line would confer on
them erual advaniage to the others.

Mr. Butcher: It is no advantage if they
do not want the water,

Mr. BATH: If the hon. member knows
the country to the East of Northam,
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where a great deal of vetieulation has
been carried on from the pipe line. he
would kuow that the carrving of ihe
pipe line through those areas, or the pro-
vision of water supplies, has greatly
enhaneed the value of the land there.
“Even thongh some of the landholders
may not use the water it has put up the
price of the land there and made it pos-
sible for these landholders to sell at a
greater priee than they eould have ob-
tained hefore the pipe line was put there.
They have beneliled to a great degree,
and anyone desirous of purchasing land
there waonld ascertain that knowledge for
himself when it eame 0 a question of
deeiding terms, Now, in connection with
the supply of waler 1o various classes of
consumers, as [ say, on the goldfields
that matier would be decided by the
tenst that would he constituted under my
scheme, but thnse arens nearer Perth,
nearer to hand and, therefore, practieally
under the contrel of the adwunistraiion,
should still be under the direet ¢ontrol of
the administration. 1 may say at the
outset that T am opposed to the udea of
the constitution of one hoard to eontrol

the whole scheme. 1 do net think it
would he workahle or that it would
he any advance upon the present

svslem of adminisiration by the Works
Department  throngh a sub-branch. In
order to meel the different eircumstances
of the different classes of consumers
right along the pipe line, if would be
neeessary to have a board altogether too
unwieldy for the economic administra-
tion of the seheme. The consideration of
the supply te Midland Junetion, Guild-
ford, and those areas supplied by thai
hranch pipe line, would also he under the
control of the administration as at pre-
sent; but T am hopeful that when we
come to Lhe consideration of the whole
question af a better waler supply for the
metropolitan area, we will undertake a
scheme that will make available for the
supply of the metropolitan arvea the
surplus water in the Mundaring Weir,
over and above what might be termed ihe
maximum capaeity of the pumping plant
along the pipe line. I believe that would
he preferable to embarking on the more
ambitious seheme of constructing a new
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reservorr on the Canning river, and I
believe it would supply a suflicient quan-
tity of gond water for the metropolitan
area for vears to come, and it would be
the means of reducing the burden on the
taxpayers now inewrred in the payment
of sinking fund on the eapital expendi-
ture on the scheme.

The Menister for
way ?

Mr. BATH: T believe it would pro-
vide one or one and a-half per cent.
sinking fund out of the vevenue derived.

The Minister for TWorks: Would the
value of the water at Mundaving, sup-
plied to the metropolitan area, be about
£40,000 a vear?

Mr. BATH : My estimate takes
info consideration the econoamy which T
believe could be affected. or the cutting-
out of supplies ai extra cheap rvates that
are not justified under the present con-
dition of the scheme.

The Minister for Works: How would
the. secheme henefit by “supplving water
to the wmetropolitan area? You smd i
would be about half the sinking furid.

Mr. BATH: Yes; my estimate is based
on my coneeption of what would he pos-
gible under better administration of the
scheire under loeal control than there is
at present. 1 helieve we would have a
ereater contribution from the goldfields.

The Minister for Works: You do not
consider that the water supply from
Mundaving if supplied to Perth would
bring in a revenue of £40,000 a year?

Mr. BATH: That is a point I have
not gone into. T have not the necessary
data from which to make the deductions,.
but we have the facts that there is a snr-
plus water supply available in the Mun-
daring weir, and that the reservoir is a
mueh more permanent work than any of
the subsidiary works, such as the pump-
ing stations and the mains along the
pumping line.  These facts make it
appear to me, a layman who has not
gone nlo the guestion with the capacilty
and knowledge of an engineer, that we
cauld hring the water to Perth and
supply it al a rate aeceptable here, and
s0 relieve the present position of the
scheme to a very large extent. If the
scheme which T have suggested were able

Works : In what
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to be carried out, it wonld certainly mean
a reduciion in price which would affect
the finuncial results of the Geldfields
Waier Supply Administration generally;
and therefore this proposition should re-
ceive consideration before we pledge the
eredii.  of the metropolitan area to a
schene which would mean a very great
expenditure and about which consider-
able deubis cxist at the present time.
T have woved this motion because I be-
leve a select eommittee could obtain
the views of people on the fields
directly interested, representatives of
the different classes of eansumers—rthe
householders and the larger aud poorer
mines—and therve would also be gained
the benefit of the experience of the offi-
cers of the department as constituted at
present.  In  addition, the committee
would obtain data for the future ad-
ministration of the water supply. There
is no doubt we are faced with a serious
position as to the eorrosion of the pipe
line, and that we will have to make con-
siderable provision in the future for de-
preciation. That must he done either
out of Consolidated Revenue or from
revenue derived from the Water Supply
Adminisiration, and 1n  these circum-
stances there is nced for an investiga-
tion and a complete reorganisation of
the depavtment wilth a view to admin-
wster the secheme as a whole under the
present conception of what it is intend-
ed for, as opposed to the coneeption of
that for whieh it was first intended by the
late Engineer-in-Chief and subsequently
taken up by Sir John Forrest.

The MINISTER FOR WQORKS (Hon.
J. Priece): From the remarks of the
Leader of the Opposition T take it his
great idea of the best method to reform
this department is by the establishment
of trusts for the loeal management of
the varions distriets throngh which the
administration operate.  That is quite
in contradistinetion to the idea one

hears from time to time in connection’

with water supplies in this Sraie that
they should be brought under {he con-
trol of one department. There is a good
deal to be said for deceniralisation and
a good deal also to be said for the other
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idea. At all events it must be realised
ithat in the distriets in which the de-
parinient operntes we should have some
guiding principles influencing us so far
as the rating and the concessions we may
make From time to time to consumers are
concerned.  With one econtrolling body
there would be no difficulty about that. In
my opinion such is desirable and, even if
the principle upon which we work is not
altegether perfeet, it is prefecrable that
we should have umiformity in our
methods of dealing with  eonsumers
rather than that we should have di-
verse principles guiding the manage-
ment in the different centres. If the
records of the Water Supply Administra-
fion are examined it will be found that,
in a minor manner, the methods advo-
cated by the hon. member have already
heen tried. I do not say we have gone
to the length of forming a trust to eontrol
all supplies in Kalpooriie, Boulder, Cool-
gardie and Kanowna, and the immedia-
tely surrounding distriets, but there are
gome centres  whieh have  distributed
water “an their own” In every ecase,
where the supply has been loeally man-
aged it has been an absolute failure. We
have the instance of Southern Cross.

That municipality to-day takes water
in builk from the department and dis-
tributes it to the ratepayers and con-

sumers of the locality. I am now speak-
ing solely of the domestic supply in the
distriet. In 1903-4 the average consump-
tion in Southern Cross was 5.1 gallons
per head per day, and in 1907-8 it was
seven gallons per head per day. This is
under local management. Comnpare these
figures with Kalgoorlie, where to-day wun-
der the administration of the department
the supply of domestic water is 17 gallens
per head per day. There is a still more
striking example in the town of Northam
where some time ago loeal conirol in
water supply matters was tried. Before
1904-5 the Northam people controlled
their own supply. About that time they
handed it over in ihe department, placing
it back in our hands, and the eonsumption
per head of the population was 4.8 gal-
lons per day. In the very first year the
adininistration were enabled to raise the
consumpiion in the distriet to 13.7 gal-
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lons per day, and to-day the consumption
in Northam stands at 24 gallons per day.

Mr. Bath: But you have an irriga-
tion scheme there.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
These fHgures refer largely to the town
domestie supply,

Mr. Bath : 1 know that some of the
irrigation works ave in the town.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
There may be one or two, but very few.
The supplies I vefer to are for domestic
purposes. This scheme has been tried in
other parts of the world where water
supplies have been administered by trusts.
The other day I was looking over the
annnal report of the Victorian State
Rivers and Water Supply Commission,
and on page 5 of the rveport T found that
out of a sum of £788,000, which had been
advaneed by the Vietorian Government to
19 trustg, it had been found neeessary to
wipe off as bad debts £540,000 or 68 per
cent. of the sum originally loaned. There
is a diiliculty, especially in conneetion
with mining eentres, which the hon. mem-
Ler has not attempted to deal with. We
know perfectly well there are two in-
terests which do not altogether run on the
same lines in the various miming eentres.
T refer to lhe domestic supplies and to
the supplies for the mines. I venture to
think there would he a danger that in
some localities the price o the mines
-would be increased so that too cheap
water for dowestic purposes might be
supplied to the town; that is pos-
sible. T do not say it would oceur,
but it would be possible, espeeially if
the trusts were appointed on sueh
a footing as that which was sug-
wested last night in connection with the
appointment of vermin boards. Tt ap-
pears io me that if there iz to be one vote
ane consumer, the mining portion of the
the eommmnity  will be  praetieally
swamped in so far as the representa-
tion on the trusts is concerned. The
rates at Kalgeorlie and Boulder and
Cooigardie might be totally different and
struck on an altogether different basis
from that which exists, for instance, at
Southern Cross. At the present moment
there is a logical reason for every rate
the Water Supply Adminisiration have
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sitnek and each rate beavs a logical re-
lation ito the other. I do not want to-
weary the House, but I might read some
of the rates in so far ag the water supply
is eoncerned. The department supply
water for domestic purposes at Midland

for 1s. 6d. per thousand gallons, and
ls. per thousand excess, while the
prices at the other centres are:—

Northam, 3s. 9d. per thousand gallons
and 2y, excess; Meckering, 4s. 6d. per
thousand  gallons and 2s. 6d. excess:
York, 5s. per thousand gallons and 2s. G4.
excess ; Beverley, 5s. Gd. per thousand
gallons and 2s. 9d. excess ; Newcastle.
5s. per thousand gallons and 2s. 6d.
excess. At Coolgardie the price is
Gs. 8d. per thousand gallons and 4s.
excess, and where a certain quantity of
excess water—I think 5000 gallons or
over—is taken, the excess is only charged
for at the rate of 2s. Gd. per thousand
wallons. At Kalgoorlie and Boulder the
three prices are Gs. 8d., 4s., and 2s. 6d.;
Kanowna, 8s. 4d., 4s. 6d. and 3s.
and Bulong 10s, 5s. and 3s. 6d. Aunyone
looking at these rates will see there is
reasonable progression in them when
one takes into account the distance from
the head works, the number of pumping
stations and the length of the pipe line
through which the water is carried.

Mr. Scaddan : What is the minimuon
rate to be paid ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
One pound for an occupied houge.

Mr. Secaddan :  And an  oeccupied
hlock ¢

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
One pound, T think. Then take the price
for mining supplies. There agamn we see
a reasonable progression hased on just
the same issues as we adopt in connee-
tion with domestic supplies. At Somnth-
ern Cross the water is supplied to lhe
low-grade mines at 3s. and the high-grade
mines at 4s. 9d. These figures relate io
those mines which are using the scheine
water exelusively. At Kalgoorlie and
Bounlder the prices are 3s. 6d. and 5s. 3d..
at Boorara 4s. and 5s. 9d., at Bonnievale

" 3s. 0d. and 3s. 6d., at Burbanks 3s. 94.

and 5s. Gd., at Kanowna 4s. and 3z 9d.,
and at Bulonz 5s. and 7s. Then again
there are special rates for nines which
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use ihe supply from the Goldfields Water
Supply Administration only partially.
The rates in such cases are higher. But
in this case also the same progressive
svstem both for high and low-grade mines
15 observed.

Mr. Underwood: What do you ecall a
high-yrade mine?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
rezulation dealing with low-grade mines
i= ax follows:—

~The Minister for Mines in classify-
ing mines as of ‘low grade’ gives con-
sideration fo the eircmmstances of each
partienlar case, and it is entirely dis-
erefionary with him whether to classify
any mine as of ‘low grade’ or nof, but
as a general rule he will be satisfied to
classify the following mines as of ‘low
arade,’ viz.: 1. {(«) Mines on which the
ore-treatment is  confined- to  milling
only, and from which the returns by
amalgamation  only do  nof  exceed
20z, per ton of ore milled, the value of
the resulting tailings not execeeding

T4s. per ton by assay. (b) Mines on

which the ore is heing both milled

and cyanided, but the returns from
these combined operations do not ex-

ceed 32s. per ton of ore treated. (c)

Mines on which ¢yanide operations

only are being carried on will not be

classed as ‘low grade’ but mines on
which old tailings heaps are being
treated and at which milling and eyan-
iding combined, or milling alone, is
heing also done will be so classed pro-
vided the returns do not exceed those
mentioned in the foregoing paragraphs
{a) and (b). In estimating the grade
of the ore the average returns for the
three calendar months preceding the
application will he accepted as a basis,
but if at any time after classifieation
the returns for any month exceed the
firures above quoted the Minister may
cancel the classification of such mine
as of ‘low grade’ for such month, and
full rates for water shall thereupon be

Jdue and payable for such month. 2.

But no mine will be classified as of

‘low wrade’ which in the opinion of the

Minister 15 making a profit of not less

than ten per centum over the actual

wrrking costs of raising and treating
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the afovesaid ores and old 1ailings, and
in computing sueh costs the Minister
may in his diseretion allow to be in-
cluded sueh aetual expenses as may
seem to him reasonable for mining de-
velopment work done during the
months in whieh the ore is treated, but
in no ease exceeding 3s. per ton of ore
treated.”

Mr. Seaddan : ls there uot another
rate?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
price to high-grade mines at Kalgoorlie
is 9=, 3d. That is for independent sup-
plies. But in consideration of the Mines
JTrust gnaranteeing to take a certain
amouitt and fo use our water exclusively
and make a payment in one sum with
regularity, we are supplying thal hody
with water under contract at 3s. They
also agreed to take water for a period
of three vears. That agreement ter-
minates in September next. We give
them a concesston on aceount of this
guarantee of an execlusive consumption
of our water for three years, and also on
account of a guarantee that all the vari-
ous mines———

Mr. Scaddan :
teen pence rate?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
nat know that I need go into that. I
have explained it to this House so fre-
quently. Hon. members opposite appear
to differ radically from ihe department
in the wisdem of such a departure. Still
I maintain it was fully and completely
Jjusiified.

Mr. Scaddan :
suggestion ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not know; T am not sare of that. From
its excellence I should think it was not.
The Attorney General I am afraid was
giving the hon. member too much credit.
I cannot imagine the hon. member hav-
ing a business idea of that quality. [
notice that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in referring to this seheme said we
had ahsolutely departed from the orig-
inal intention when the Goldfields Water
Supply main was laid down. I onee
made that statement myself and I had
my knuckles very severely rapped by Sir

What abuut that eigh-

Was it done on my



558  Goldfields Water Supply :

John Forrest for so doing. He said it
had always been his intention that this
water should rma into the agrienltural
districts. Being curious on the point I
looked up early files and records con-
nected with the construetion of that
seheme, and 1 ascertained that at all
events it was the intention at that date
to supply the town of York with water.

Hon. F. fl. Piesse: He always spoke
about it in conueetion with the opening
up of agrieuliural areas.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: One
objection which has been taken to the
present administration is that we do not
differentiate sufficiently as. between the
varions low-grade mines. The depart-
ment is constanily veceiving requests
from mines of lower grade for some
assistance in the shape of reduced rates
for water, the contention being that this
would lead fo their possible expansion.
I have always held that is a most diifi-
enlt matter to deal with. In my opinion
there must be a clear line of demarea-
tion between high grade properties and
properties of lower grade, so that our
officers ¢an easily apply the principle and
the publie readily understand what
mines are entitled to a coneession by
reasont of their low grade. It means that
in the Kalgoorlie distriet at the present
time we are supplyving low-grade water
at from 7d. to 14146d. per ton of ore
treated; and when T say that the water
.costs us ds. 11d. per thonsand gallons
in that district. exelusive of sinking fund
charges, it will be seen that we are al-
ready giving to those low grade mines
a very considerabhlé concession. Suppos-
ing & man uses 200 gallons of water for
treating a single ton of ore: It means
that we arve conveving a ton of water
over 300 miles for 734d. and losing
money on it in order to assist a low-grade
mine {o earry on iis operations. When
we zo as far as that we cannot reason-
ably, T think., he asked to make still fur-
ther reductions,

Mr. Underwood: Is it worth it for low-
erade mines at all 2

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
are mines in the State which have been en-
ahled to work by low-grade water, and
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which to-day are in a flourishing condi-
tion as a result of that coneession. I
think the low-grade prices we have in this
scheme are eminenily justified. 1t has
heen stated that if we reduced the price
we would inevease the consumption; but
the only evidence we have in respeet fo
this is of a very conteary nature. In
1904 prices whieh were ruling to consum-
ers of water in Kalgoorlie and Boulder
were for vate allowance 8s, per 1,000
gallons, and for domestic excess 7s. and
7s. Gd. a thousand - gallons. The wmem-
ber for Guildford when Minister for
Works promised that from the 1st Janu-
ary, 1906, a rearrangement of prices
should come inte operation. At that date
the price for vate allowance was dropped
1s. 4d., to Gs. 8d., and the price for domes-
tic excess to 4s. Some months afierwards
—urather more than 12 months afterwards
—1 went a little bit further and agreed
that the excess water, after the first 5.000
gallons for domestic supply should be 2s.
6d. per 1,000 gallons. We did this in ihe
endeavour to inecrease the consumption.
But what was the effect? Taking 1904,
the last year when the higher prices were
obtaining, as the result of domestic sup-
plies as compared with the result of 1907,
we Hnd that the consumption increased -
by 40 per cent. on a comparison. It went
from 11,671,000 gailons to 16,541,000
gallons; but the actual revenne received
decreased by 16 per cent. That was from
the 1,615 services whieh were econtinu-
ously metered in both years. So the only
fair comparison we could make as teo
whether a decrease in price would lead to
an inerease in revenue has been altogether
against such a preposition. Tt has heen
usual in connection with a big scheme
like this to hear all sorts of condemnatory
references. However well you may run
suich a scheme there will always he a great
numbers of grumblers. I have had men
ebmplain to me who have oeenpied prom-
inent municipal positions in some parts
of the State. For obvious reasons I have
no wish to mention names. But in one
particular distriet a well-known eouncillor
had his water cut off just like an ordin-
ary individual. TWe at onee made a bhiiter
enemy of him and he has made various
attacks on the scheme since that date.
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We have not considered individuals at all.
\We have sent oul our cui-off notices, and
we have given the publiec every opportun-
ity of paving. Still we have not chased
them tor the debis as the grocer might
do for o £2 or £3 account. We have
trenied all individuals alike, and while
we 1o that sarely ne one can complain.

My, Collier: Have you ever had any
complaints from roads board secreiaries?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have gune even further, and where genu-
ine cases of hardship have been broughi
befure us we have endeavoured somewhal
to relax our restrictions. But is it pos-
sible that in a seheme of such dimensions
everyone could be absolutely and com-
" pletely satisGed? T do uol know if they
expect to oblain that happy set of cir-
cumsgiances under a trust, bhut I have
erave doubts as to whether it would he
ihe ease. In our grants and gifts to all
sorts of publie and semi-public bodies
for the purpose of improving recreation
egronnds we have during the last two
years actually given free some 3,000,000
gallons of water for this purpose and I
do think that sometimes faults are placed
on our shoulders which in justice we
shonld not be called upon to hear. The
selieme is ecnomically administered and
personally [ very much doubt whether the
hon. wember is asking the House to move
in a direction which would be beneficial
to the water supply. It should be brought
under one hoard. The first thing we
should endeavour to seeure is unifornity
ag a guiding principle right through the
different districts where we operate.

On motion by Mr. Seaddan debate ad-
journed.

MOTION —RATLIWAYS, TNDUS-
TR1AL CONDITIONS.
Mr. JOHXSOXN (Guildford) moved—
That in the opinion of this House
the Commissioner of Railways, when
wrranging the nert industrial conditions
for the Railway employees, should starl
at « minimum of 8s. per day, irrespec-
tive of privileges. for all adull male
workers, and 48 hours to constitule the
weel’s work ; always reserving the
right given in Section 89 of the Indus-
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trial Concilivtion and _Lrbitration et
In pay a lower rate lo any worker who
is unable lo earn the prescribed mini-
nun,
He said: | feel that [ am bringing for-
ward this molion al a very opportune
time, inasmuch as the present industrinl
agreeinent under which the railway work-
er= are working is just about to expire
Consequently it is a ftting time for Par-
llantent to inltmate to their servant, the
Conmnissoner of Railways, exactly under
what conditions they cousider the railway
eployees should work. The resolution
deals with adult workers and 1 tenst that
durving the ecourse of (he debate argu-
ments will uot be advanced pointine out
that junior workers are practically ap-
preniices and that eonsequently 8s. a day
is a bhig wage. That argument is not in-
troduced in the motion. In that respect
the molion deals only with adult workers,
bui ‘it deals alsu with the question of
hours, and T would like to point out that
the motion does not propose to fix eight
hours as a working day. [ would like to
see it introduced, but I realise the diffi-
culty of introducing it into a railway
system. Still, while I see a difficulty in
regulaling a day’s work of eight hows.
each day standing alone, T see no diffi-
culty whatever about fixing 48 hours per
week. This has already been made pos
sible in an industrial agreement under
which the loes, men are working. In theit
indusirial agreement—I do nrot know
whether it has expired at thé present
monient—but in the last one drawn up
provision was made that 48 hours shounld
vonstitute a week’s work. That is the
locomotive employees, 48 hours; but when
we come to the iraffic braneh the hours
of the traffic man are fixed at 96 hours
for the forinight. The Premier will re-
member that on this question there was a
ereal deal of controversy, and he himselt
tork an aclive part in sefiling a dispute
which was eventually decided by iaking -
the furtnight stand as 96 hours. Mem-
bers will see the unsatisfuctory siate of
affairs. and the possibility of friction
arising hetween the two sets of employees.
The locomotive employvees have a separate
organisation anu union; they are leading
the train. while the iraffic man. that is the



560 Railway Employees :
guard, is on the back of the tram, and
be has his separate union. The train
goes out of the station, and the man on
the engine knows thal he has only to
work 48 hours when he has finished his
week’s work. The man on the back of
the same train is called upon to wait for

"a fortnight before his time is actually
made up; therefore, members will see
the unsatisfactory state of affairs. I am
in a position to say lhere is a certain
amount of frietion arising at certain
times between the two sets of employees,
owing to one industrial agreement recog-
nising 48 hours, while the other industrial
agreement recognises %6 hours per fort-
night.  Members will see how difficult
the position is. The man has really got
to work for a full fortmght hefore he
"knows the time he has put in, and the
other man works a week and knows what
his time is. I suppose there are occa-
sions when he does not work his full
time, but he knows at the end of the
week how he stands, but the traffic man
does not know until the end of the fort-
night what his salary will be. There is
a great deal of irritation because of the
Sundays, and the Sunday time thal is
made up in the 96 howrs.

The Minister for Railways: Not now;
the Sunday time stands alone.

Mr. JOHNSON: 1 understand there
is some method of compelling men te
put in eertain time on Sunday when they
have not made up their 93 houwrs,

The Prewier: That is done away with

now. .

Mr. JOHANSON: I am pleased to know
that. But still some friction must exist
between the two sets of men, for one
man is called on to work for 96 hours in
a fortnight, while the other man works
48 hours per week. It has been argued
that some diffieulty exists in fixing a
definite wage of 8s. for aged and in-
jured men, and it is said that if we fix
8s. for all adult workers we preclude
the possibility of the Commissicner em-
ploving those men who have been in-
jured, or who are aged, on light work. T
anlicipate argument of that deseription,
which, no doubt, would be svund argu-
ment. But the Commissioner would al-
wavs have the right 1o take advantage
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of ihe section that was specially put in
the Avbitration Aet to overcome diffi-
culties of that kind. Section 85 of the
Indnstrial Conciliation and Arbitration
Aet says:—

“The court, in its award, or by or-
der made on the application of any
of the parties at any time during the
eurrency of the award, may preseribe
a minimum rate of wages or other re-
muneration, with special provision for
a lower rate being fixed in the case of
any worker who is unable to earn the
prescribed minimum.  Provided that
such lower rale shall in every case be
fixed hy the court in such manner and
subject to such provisions as" ave
specified in that hehalf in the award
or order.’’

8o eonsequently when an industrial
agreement is framed by the Commis-
sioner, speeifying 8s. a day as the mini-
mum wage for adult workers, the Com-
missioner can reserve to himself the
right to fix a lesser rate tc be paid to
old or injured workers, and usually this
is done by the organisation meeting the
Commissioner, or by an application be-
ing made to the Arbitration Court. Un-
der Section 23 of the Railways Aet, sub-
section 26, the Commissioner has power
to make by-laws for working, classifying
and paying the stoff employed on the
Government railways and preseribing
the terms of employment. It is no doubt
under that subsection that the Minister
takes up the position that he has no
right to interfere with rates of wages
and conditions of employvment of rail-
way workers who are receiving less than
£400 per annuni.  While there may be
some argument why the Minister should
not interfere, there eannot be any reason
why Parliament should not instrnet their
manager as to the exact conditions un-
der which their employees should work,
I feel members will agree with me that
we should take up this position, and
realise that we have in the railways a
huge trading concein. We have aver
that trading eoncern a manager, and the
railways should be worked on all-fours
with trading concerns controlled by pri-
vate enferprise. Where private enter-
prise is controlled by a manager. the
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proprietors instruct the manager what
rates of pay the men shall reeeive and
under what conditions the men shall
work. We are in this position. Parlia-
ment is representative of the people who
own the railways, and T claim it is the
duty of Parliament to give the Commis-
sioner some guide as to what wage mem-
bers consider the railway employees
should receive. I quite agree that it is
absolately impessible for Parliament to
go into the details and fix the rate of
wages for the different employees, but
we should see that every adult worker
receives sufficient on which to live and
rear a family; a sufficient wage to pro-
vide the necessaries of life, and also to
guavantee the same for his wife and
childven. Tet us take 8s. a day. I am
not prepared to admil that even 8s. a
day is recognised as a living wage in
Western Australia, but it is generally
admitted to be the minimum rate that is
paid by all outside employers of labour
for daily work. The minimum is al-
ways, as far as my knowledge goes, 8s.
a day. Members may argue we should
nof take a private employer as our
stamdard, that we should set a bhetter
example and pay more than 8s., when we
recognise that 8s. is not sufficient to
keep a mar and his family under fair
conditions, bt T am prepared to take
that as the minimum gencrally recog-
nised by outside emplovers. Bul even
Ss. possibly members may argue is too
much. and evidenfly the Commissioner
thinks it is too mueh, for there 1s quite
a number of adult workers on the rail-
ways receiving down to as low as 6s. 6d.
a day. Consequently, when we find the
Commissioner is not setting the example
which it is generally considered the Gov-
ernment should set to private employers,
but 1s sétting a bad example in paying
less. it is the duty of Parliament io step
in and say that we want to pay to our
adult workers rates of pav which are Te-
cognised by outside employers as the
standard. Eight shillings a day means
48s. a week. Unfortunately a big ma-
jority of the railway emplovees are com-
pelled to pay rent; this is due to the
faet that they do not get eoniinual em-
ployment in one given centre, but are

(20}

[2 Decemeer, 1908.]

.
Industrial conditions. 561
subject to continual transfers, with rhe
result that very few railway employees
have an opportunity of establishing
homes for themselves, consequently they
have to

pay rent. In the ma-
jority of ecases the vent that s
paid, based on a falr average. is

12s. 6d. a week, and allowing the worker
the ordinary provision for tobaceo and
his lodge, we have to recognise that in
rent and these absolute necessities—for
I take it tobacco is understood to be an
absolute necessity—we have 13s. out of
the 48s. a week before a man reaches
his home at all.  That leaves him 33
to {ake home. Basing the family of the
average railway employee at three or
four—I1 think it wonld be nearer to hnse
it higher, for it is a remarkahle thing
that the railway employees as a rule
have large families. I know that is so
in my electorate where quite a pumber
of railway employees exist, and in look-
ing around I notiee that the majority
of the workers who are railway em-
ployees in my electorate have an average
family of six. But basing it at four,
that i, four children, and with the hus-
band and wife that nakes six, if we
distribute the 33s. a week that the man
takes liome amongst the six persons he
has to feed and clothe, it amounts to
the sum of 5s. 6d. per week per head.
Any member who has studied the ques-
tion must realise that a man with a
family, and ofter all he is the man we
have {o cater for, reeceiving 8s. a day,
with the conditions nunder which the
railway employees have to work, is al-
together too small. A man has only 5s.
Gd. per week per head with which to feed
and clothe his family, and it is an impos-
sibility for him to do it. With 8s. as
the minimum it is too big a strnggle to
put on a man’s shoulders to expeet him
to bring up a famwily on. I know im-
mediately the Minister speaks he will
refer to the fact that apart from the
wages received that the railway em-
ployees receive cgertain privileges, and
he will base the value of these privi-
leges at from 1s. 6d. to 3s. 6d. a week.
What is {he use of privilezes to a man
who recetves 8s. a dav. It is trne he
gefs certain privilege tickets, that his
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family have the right tu travel af re-
duced rates, but the fact remains that
these pevple cannot afford to travel on
the railways at all, and therefore are
precluded from utilising these privileges;
they eannot afford to travel even at the
reduced rate. In certain cases these
privileges are used, but they arve not used
to the extent the Minister will expect
the House to believe. Again, the Minis-
ter may point out the railway employees
receive 17 days, or about a forinight’s
leave on full pay every year. I ecan be
put right on this by members who know
more aboub the guestion than I do.

The Minister for Railways : Accord-
ing to My, Jull, the privileges ought to
be worth 6d. a day.

Mr. JOINSON: I am going to argue
that they are not worth anything, and
thai it would be better to rub out the
privileges altogether; and I believe if a
referendum were taken of the railway
employvees they would vote to wipe them
out. Give the railway employees a holi-
day at the end of the year and whai is
the use of it? The worker has to go
home and he has to stay there. He can-
not save money on his wages to go for
a trip and take his wife and children
away, for he has to live from hand to
menth throughout the whele of the year.
If he gets a holiday it is no particular

advantage to him, because the
man does not enjoy the holi-
day when he is compelled to stay
at home for the whole fortnight.

He may stand it for a day, hut it begins
to drag at the end of seven -or eight days.
The vesult is that the railway men reeceiv-
ing 7s. 6d. and 8s. a day do not appreci-
afe the privileges hecause they ecannot
utilise them: and they would sooner see
them rubbed out altogether than that
they should he forced upon them. Be-
cause (he railway men receive these privi-
leges which they do not appreciate they
are expected to work at a lower rate of
wages.

The Minister for Reilways: We have
never heard that from the men.

Mr. JOHNSON: But I have heard it
from many of them. Of course the Mini-
ster would fx the privileges as being
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worth Gd. a day in order to get the rail-
way employee to vote in favour of it.
But the position is this: that if he would
pay 8s. a day and recognise it as the mini-
wmum and do away with the privileges,
and submit that question to the railway
emplovees, T am sure it would be found
they would accept it. Iowever, this is
& side issng, and I am prepared to admit
(hat they get certain privileges, but I am
not prepared to admit that the wages
should he reduced because of the existence
of those privileges, We will probably
have another argument, and fhat is that
we have the Arbitration Act, and why
not allow the men to gn to arbitration?
I would paint out that before they can
do that there must be a dispute, and do
hon. members desire thal every 12 months
railway men should have a dispute with
the Commissioner? Is it the desire of
Parliament to expect the railway em-
ployees Lo fix the rate of wuges? We
shonld aim at having no dispute. We
should fix the rate that would meet with
the approval of the worker and thus
avoid any kind of frietion that arises now
praetically annually, or every 18 months
when these industrial agreements expire.
Again, we have to bear in mind that
when the Commissioner of Railways is
discussing the framing of these industrial
agreements he has behind bim the whole
time the Treasurer pushing him or fore-
ing him to bring about certain economies;
and we know that in connection with the
economies that have been effected in the
railway deparfment, that the railway em-
plovee has suffered to a great extent.
And after all you cannot blame the Com-
missioner. The Commissioner is sup-
posed to have eonfrol of these men, and
he is compelled by the Treasunrer and the
Minister for Railways to so economise
that he is at his wits’ end where he can
best. eeconomise, and he goes to the man
who he can more easily tackle, and that is
thé employee. The result is he is fichting
the whole time to reduce wages in order to
meet the requirements of the Minister.

The Minister for Railways: Is that not
unfair in view of the fact that the Com-
missioner has already ecompleted an in-
dustrial agreement in which he has not
reduced anvone 6d.
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Mr. JOHNSOX ; Bui he bas not raised
any of the wages, and I am arguing that
the minimum is too low. [ did not konow
that the Commissioner had renewed any
agreement. If be has done so he bas re-
newed it and fixed (he minimum foo low,
and Parliament does not desire that that
niinimum should he fixed at such a low
rate. '

The Minister for Raflways: The condi-
tions are equally as good to-day as they
were Lhree years ago.

Mr. JOHNSON: But the struggle three
vears ago is entirely different from the
struggle of to-day. The struggle of to-
day is leo great for the railway em-
ployees, and it is impossible for a man
with a family to work in the railways
and keep himszelf free from debt. The
railway worker is the man who is eon-
timually  strogeling and  scratehing and
wetting into debt. And if he should hap-
pen to be a man with a family it is an
absolute impossibility for him to pay
his way. We do not want that
state of things to continue. As
ihe Minister says, it has continued
for three years: but it has econ-
tinued for three years too long. We do
not expect the Commissioner to get below
the minimom rate of 8s. After all what
has been the criticism against the Mini-
ster, the Government, and the Comunis-
sioner? The argument right through
abont railway economy has been confined
to the fact that the Comissioner in his
economy has brought inte the railway
svslem sweating cenditions, He has re-
dueed the worker below the standard that
pernmits the employee to live under fair
conditions.

The Treasurer: No one has been re-
duced.

Mr. JOHNSON: I gave an illustra-
tion in the House on the last Estimates,
and showed .where men who had been
receiving 8s. per dav in the loco. hranch
and wavs and works, were receiving
7s. to-day. Consequently there has been
a reduction of 1s. there. That is the
economy that we obhject to. We will ap-
plaud the Commissioner when he brings
ahout economies in the general working;
but we will condemn him when he geis
below what is recognised as the minimum
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fair rate of wages. In previous agree-
ments he did get below the minimwn and
uow we want that minimum raised te the
recognized standard, and until. that is
done no Minister or Comnmissioner or
Government will have any peace.

The T'reasurer: Do you mean to say
the Commissioner reduced the men in the
warkshops from 8s. to 7s.?

Mr. JOHNSON: I say again the men
were reduced from 8s. a day, and that
some men to-day are receiving 7s.; in
other words they have suffered during
the last vear or so a reduetion of 1s, per
dav, That is the abzolute state of affairs
that exists to-day: and it is that condi-
tion of affairs that influences me to move
this motion. I say while we sapport the
Minister and the Goverhment in  their
eftort Lo effect economies in the ad-
ministration of the Railway Depavtment
we have no desire that there showld be
any interference with the reeognised
minimum of 8s. a day, The Minister has
appavently interpreted our instructions
to bhe that he must economise where he
ean make reductions, and the result is
that the Commissioner has tackled the
man who is least able to kiek.

The Ireasurer: Oh, no.

Mr. JOHNSON: It is true neverthe-
less that 8s. a day men have been re-
duced to 7s. [ say definitely that this is
so; and if that is not definile enough
I do not know what is.

The Minister for Railways :
for instances.

AMr., JOHNSON: T have already given
the Minister instanees, I {old him that
I could give him names if he destred
to have them. but be told me not to
give names bit to give instances. I will
give an instanee now where men work-
ing as labourers fo painters, originally
received 8s. a day: to-day, or previous
to Lhe general election (possibly they
are not working at all to-day) they were
recelving 7s. n day. Again, the labourers
working in the way and works branch
were receiving 8s. a day. Ther were re-
trenched and afterwards put on at the
same work and were given 7s. That,
too, was hefore the eleciions. There are
instances wheve men have suffered even
greater reduction,

T asked
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Mr. Seaddun: Some have heen reduced
from 12s.-to 7s. Gd.

The Minister for Railways : That has
not been proved yet,

Mr. JOHNSON: I think I gave a
sufficient number of instances to the
Minister to justify him believing that
these men have suffered the reduction of
1s. per day. I do not want to labour
this question any further. I think [
have dealt sufficiently with if, and, the
molion in itself is comprehensive and
must appeal to hon. members. T again
want to point out that I recognise that
we must have juniors and apprentices,
and these employees must work under
ceriain reduced conditions. Dut when
they reach the age of manhood they
shounld rveecive the recognised minimum
rate, and I eclaim 8s. is little enough.
In the motion T outlined that I am pre-
pared to aecept not eight hours a day,
but 48 hours a week, which is already
granted to a section of the railway em-
plovees. Then in connection with the
junior workers I provide that opportun-
ity can be taiken of the provisions of
the Coneiliation and Arhifration Aect to
fix the reduced vate of wages under
whicl. these men shall work. I have
much pleasure in submitting the motion,
and I trust it will receive the favourable
support of membears.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. Gregory): I certainly cannot
agree to the motion which the hon, mem-
ber has brought before )the House. In
the first place T think if we desire to
approve of a motion of this sort it will
mean the taking away entirely of the
right to appear before the Arbitration
Conrt.  And in the second place in ap-
proving of a motion of this sort one has
to consider the effect of such a motion
in conuneclion with all the employees of
the Giovernment, quite outside the Rail-
way Deparfinent. If we fix a minimum
rate of wage that the Government shall

. pav in eonnection with the railway sys-
tem, then I should assume at once that
the same minimum wage would have to
be paid in connection with every other
department in eonnection with the Gov-
ernment of ihis State. Possibly that is
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what members desire; but at the same
timne in considering a motion of this sort
one bas to consider what its effect is
going to be in conneetion with the fin-
ances of the State. The hon. member in
bringing forward his motion stated he
thought the present was the most oppor-
tune time to submit it, beeause the
agreemenl which was in foree at the
present time would expire at the end
of the present year. At the present
toment  in eonnectivt with the perma-

nent way branch an agreement has
not  vet heen effected  between
that branch and the Commissioner.

The Commissioner of Railways has eom-
pleted an agrveenient with the locomotive
employees. T do not know the exact
terms, of that agreement because I have
heen away so much of late, but it has
been made for a period of 12 months, and

the conditions are certainly no worse;
they may he slightly better; T do not

know of any change. T believe that
the agreement has heen continued for
another 12 months, and that an agree-
ment has also been made with the boiler-
makers. They have entered into an in-
dustrial agreement with the Commissioner
for a period of three years, and this
agreement has been effected between the
Commissioner and the men without any
interference in any shape or form from
Parliament, and apparently to the satis-
faction of the men. At present agree-
ments are being entered into with other
tmechanies, and we are trying to make
agreements with them for three years.
These agreements are being arranged I
think in a manner that will be approved
of by the men and by the Commissioner.
The mewmber for Guildford says he wants
this minimum rate of 8s. to apply to
adult workers alone. He must remember
that in connection with adult workers
there are a great number of coaching
porters who graduated from junior port-
ers to coaching porters. At present the
minimum rate fixed by the ecourt for
coaching porters is 6s. 6d. per day, but
I will show directly that with alinost
two exceptions, for which T can give very
good reasons, we are paying considerably
more than the rates fixed by the Arbitra-
tion Court.  Apparently the hon. member
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is not converzant with matfers affecting
railway men. He drew aitention to the
hours the men were working, and asks
that 48 hours should constitute a week’s
work. and he pointed out that many men
were compelled to work on Sundays so
as to make up their 96 hours. But that
is not the case.  Under the arbitration
awanrl in eonneciion with traffic and per-
manent way men, 9% Lhours was to eonsli-
tute a fortnight’s work inelusive of Sun-
day work, and we were to pay time and
a-half’ for Sunday work. and fime and
a-quarter for overtime. If a man worked
96 bours in a formight and eight hours
on one Sunday the men claimed that
the Sunday’s work should be eight hours
plus four. whieh with 96 hours would
make 108 hours for the fortnight, and
then they asked to be paid overtime on
that, which meant giving them 115 hours
in all. T think the men altimately recog-
nised it was an anfair proposition: bunt
when it was hrought before the Govern-
ment. the Government interfered, with
the rezult that from February of last
year Sunday time has stood entirely
alone, A man has to be paid for 96
hours for the forinight, and Sunday time
stands alone. I am not going to say
what arrangement will be made in conneec-
tion with the new industrial agreements.
It is a matter which the Commissioner has
to work out with the men, but I will say
that i the Eastern States a similar con-
dition of things exists. Railway work
is enirely different from work in any
other sdepartment. In Victoria the period
is a month. If a man gets any overtime in
one month, that overtime can be cut out
in the next month. A similar prineciple
is followed in all the other States except
- New Zealand. Here we may he able to
make things a little bit better for the men,
but at the same time I impress on mem-
ber= thai the Governmeni gave instrue-
tions to the Commissioner that Sunday
time should stand alone. If the men
work on Sunday now they can claim time
and a-half for it. If they work 96 hours
.in the fortnight they cin get paid for 96
bours, and if they work any overtime
they ret time and a-quarter for it. The
hon. member has said that the Minister
fakes uwp the position that under Section
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23 of the Railways Act he cannol take any
action. That is wrong. If the Govern-
ment eonsider it wise to interfere, eveu
although there is a Railways Act giving
theze powers to the Commissioner, they
consider it their duty to interfere and take
the responsibility of so doing. We took
that responsibility in regard to Sunday
time. when fhe late Commissioner
wished to reduee the wages of feitlers. T
consider generally that it is not the duty
of the Government of the day to interfere
with the Commissioner in connection with
these myatters, but sometimes cireumstan-
ces arise whiech render it necessary, more
particularly in such a great trading econ-
cern as the Railway Department, where
we have such a huge amoaunt of money
invested, and where we have such a large
number of emplovees whose welfare is
well worthy of cousideration. Tt is the
duty of the Government, if they consider
it necessary, to interfere and to take the
responsibility of that interference. But
shonld Parliameni step in in the face of
an arbitration award and in the faee of
fhe possibility of arranging an industrial
agreement with these men? Has Parlia-
ment the right or is it a proper thing
when we consider all the circumstances
that may arise in connection with other
departments, that Parliament should step
forward and give instructions to the Com-
missioner of Railways that he is not to
pay a lower rate to adult workmen than
8s. a day? I have pointed ont to the bon.
raember that there are special perguisites
given to these men which not I, but the
Arbitration Court valued at about 6d. a
day. The court put down the value of
the holidays, special passes, and special
facilities given in the Railway Depart-
ment at that figure, and I think it was
approved by the men. I am speaking
without autherity, but I believe Mr. Cas-
son at the time agreed te it. At least T
helieve that it was agreed by both parties
that the perquisites of the railway men
were worth about 6d. a day.

Mr, Johnson: Provided the men use
them.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS :
They get their holidays and their passes
and they get continuous work. Cer-
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tainly the court beid that these perguis-
ites were worth Gd. a day.

My. Seaddan : Especially when the holi-
days are got al election time.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
In that case they got the holidays for
other purposes. The hon. member was
paid his salary a5 a member of Parlia-
ment, but used it to go away electioneer-
ing, and 1 am satisfied that my opponent
said the hon. member did him more harm
than wgood.

Mr, Heitmann: He did not say it. That
is not true.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
Tt is true; but we can deal with all these
questions a DLittle later. The member for
Guildford asked a litile while ago why
we should have these disputes, why we
shonld let these people go to arbitration,
why we should not lef these things be
fixed up in Parliament. He said that
the Arbitration Court fixed all details, but
the primary things, such as the minimum
rate, shonld be fixed up by Parliament.
I Ao not wish to be rough on the hon.
menhar in any way, but 1 want to point
out that when he was Minister for Rail-
ways there was trouble between the traffic
branch and the Commissioner of Rail-
ways. The men were working under an
industrial agreement then and they want-
ed concessions, and the hon. member as
Minister had the power, if be dared to
exercise it, to use his influence on behalf
of these men. It was on the 25th July,
when the member for Guildford was
Minister for Railways, that the Commis-
stoner of Railways served notice on the
clerk of awards of his intention to retire
from the industrial agreement in foree
between the men and the Commissioner.
The men were foreed to ciie the Commis-
sioner with the result that there was
- a big reduction in the miniwam rate
in connection with nearly every hranch of
the Railway Department. That was the
position the hon. member found when he
was in office, and the conditions of living
have not changed betwen then and now.
1f the men at that time were not re-
ceiving a fair rate of wage, then those
persons who were in power, who had the
responsibility on their shonlders of pre-
venting friction among that large body
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of workmen whose welfare should have
heen as great a matter of eoncern tw the¢
hon. wember as it is to-day, could bave
done it at a time when an award wae
being arranged to fix a certain minimum
rate. [ may say that then ihere was
revenue to enable the department to give
a higher rate of wage than can he given
to-day.  But I want te show that in nc
sense have we reduced the wages of the
men.. I have a table giving the award
of the cowrt and the rates of wages we
are paying in the various branches. Foz
guards the minimum fixed by the award
wag 8s., but the lowest rate we are paying
to a guard is 8s. For signalmen the mini.
mnm rate was fixed at 7s., but the lowes
we are paying is 7s. 6d. For coaching
porters the minimum rate tixed by the
award was 65, 6d., aml we have o certair
number employed at that minimum rate
There are 38 of them. But I can give a
very good reason why these men’s wages
have not been increased to 7s. a day.
The Railway Department insist thal
these coaching porters should be compel-
led to pass what is known as the safe.
working  examination.  Those 38 men
have nob passed it.

Mr. Bolton: Yon are absolutely wrong,
You have been misled by your officers.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
I always believe my officers. The han.
member is not in the position to get the
information that I am in. Surely the
fienres 1 am giving are official ?

M r. Bolten: Still they may be mislead-
ng.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
If the hon. member shows that they are
not official T will have an investigation
made and will have full partienlars given
to Parliament showing where I have made
a wrong statement or where the depart-
ment has misled me.

Mr. Holman: I will show you.

The MTNISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
We will wait until the hon. member has
his opportuniéy. We have 155 enaching
porters at 7=, 57 at 7s. 6d., and 11 ai
8s. A few poods porters are at the
minimuty, but the great majority of them
are receiving 8s, and 8s. 6. And =0 on
with the other branches. The minironm
rate fixed by the award for fettlers is s
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a day. Of course my figures were given
me last wmonth, but out of over 300 fettlers
emploved only 27 of them are employed
at the minimum rate. My instruetions to
the Commissioner are that when new men
come on they are to receive the minimum
rate and to work as probationers for
three months, Tf at the end of that time
the Cormissioner is satisfied with them
he cau pay them 8s., but if he is not satis-
fied he is to pass them out and get others.
We have three fettlers employed at T7s.
Gd.. 252 at 8s. 31 at 8s. Gd., 16 at 9s,
and three at 10s. These figures show
clearly that we are paving more than
ibe wminimum rate. fixed by the award

with the exception of these eoaching por-:

ters and fettlers, and I am advised that
in the caze of these coaching porters it
is that they have not passed the safe-
_working examination, hut that when they
do pass it their wages will be inereased.

(Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
pan.)

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
No advantage has ever been taken of the
award of the Arbitration Court, and in
nearly every instanee we are paying from
6d. up lo 2s. 6d. per day more than the
summ fixed by the award. That will show
clearly that although the minimum was
fixed by the Arbitration Court at a low
rate, the (tovernment were desirous that
whenever it was recommended by the offi-
cers ¢f the department that a higher rate
ghould be paid, the men shonld be paid
according to the value of the work they
gave. T do not think the member for
Guildford (Mr. Johnsen) is justified in
saying that the railway workmen are al-
ways in a stringent condition. There
may be some men, there always are in a
large industry where there are a pumber
of men employed, who are in indigent cir-
enmstances, but there are a great number
of railway men in quite a decent circum-
stanee of life, and it is good to think
there are so wany who have been able
to make homes for themselves.

Mr. Bolton: I am worse off now than
when I was a railway man.

The MINISTER FOR BRAILWAYS:
The case is not nearly so bad as was made
out by the hon. member, and it is pleasing
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lo think that these men are not con-
tinually in debt.

Mr. Bolton: T was not, but I am now,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
Then the hon. mewmber was better off be-
fore he entered into polities.

Mr, Bolton: 1 would take up the same
position to-dayv in the department.

Mr, Heitmann: Yes, you have so much
influence with the Government now that
von would be sure to be taken back.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
Influence has been knocked out, and per-
haps that is what some members are ob-
jecting to. If members compare rates
of wages paid in Western Australia
with those paid in the Eastern States they
will find al onee that the rates here are
eonsiderably in excess of any of the other
States with the exception of New South
Wales, The State of Queensland hbas
been very often quoted lLere as the acme
of railway perfection,

My, Swan: Not by railway men, per-
haps by Mr. Chinn.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
Take our drivers, for instance; we pay
from 11s. to 15s. per day.

Mr. Swan: So they do in all the other
States.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
That is not eorreet. In Vietoria they get
from 1l1s. to 14s. In South Australia
from 11s. to 14s. In Queensland from
9s. 6d. te 12z 6d. In New Zealand from
10s, to 15s.; and in Tasmania from 9s.
6d, to 125, .

Mr. Biwan: I am not satisfied that those
figures are eonrrect.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
They ave official.

Mr. Johnson: What is paid in New
South Wales?

Mr. Bolton: They are paying 15s,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS -
Do the drivers in New South Wales all
wet the same rate?

Mr. Bolten: Decidedly not.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
That would be altogether too absurd, for
surely they have second-ciass men and
first-class men there.

Mr. Bolton: They pay from 1ls. to
15s. Thev were paying 13s. in Vie-
toria ton.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
For firemen we pay from Ss. te 10s. In
Victoria the rate is from 7s. 6d. to 9s.; in
New South Wales from 8s. to 10s., the
same as here; in Queensland from 6s. 8d.
to 8s. 3d.; in New Zealand from Ss. to
9s.; in Tasmania from 7s. to 8s. Gd.
With regard to fettlers we here pay 8s.
a day, with a small number of exeeptions
to which ‘I have already referred. They
are the probationers. The fettlers in
South Australia get 6s.; in Vietoria from
6s. to 7s. These ligures 1 am now quot-
ing are oflicial and surely correct, for they
were prepared by the department.

Mr. Bolton: They are noi very recent.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I assume they arve correct, and unless mem-
bers van give me official figures showing
vtherwise I will aceept them.

Mr. Johuson: The Gs. men in South
Australia ave prohationers also.

The AMINISTER ¥FOR RAILWAYS:
Noj; ! am giving the ruling rate of wage.
I am sure members will admit I have not
the slighrest. desire fo mislead them. The
figures are given me as authentie, and as
the ruling rate of wages. T£ I thought
for a moment the department was taking
the lowest rate in one place and the high-
est rale in another, and making compari-
sons of thai kind, T would lock upon it
as most improper. The officers of the
department surely would not attempt to
do sneh a thing as that.

Mr. Bolton: Ave you uot aware of an
announcement made by the Premier of
Sonth Australin thai he had vaised the
permanent. way men from 6s. te 7s. in
cvery instancve?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
How ling ago was that?

Mr. Troy: About 12 months.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
In Vietoria they pay the fettlers from 6s.
to 7s.: in New South Wales from 6s. 6d.
to 7s. 6d.; in Queensland from 6s. to Ts.
Gd.; in New Zealand 8s., and in Tasmania
fromn 5s. 6d. to Gs. These figures show
that we are paying much higher wages
here than the Bastern States, and in fact,
iaking all grades of men, we are paying
15 per cent. higher here than in any of
the nther States. This shows that the re-
mark made to the effect that there has

[ASSEMBLY.]

Industrial condilions.

been sweating in connection with ou
workmen is not justified. I told the mem
ber for Guildford last year, when dealin
with the Estimates, that if he would giv
me specific cases where men had been em
ployed at a certain rate, and had been re
dueed, 1 would Iook thoroughly into them
He pointed out that in connection with th
workshops we had men employed at 6s. Gd
Mr. Johnson: 1 did not say that, I san
7s.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
Some member made the remark that w
had men theve receiving 6s. 6d. per day
There was one old man about 70 years o
age who was employed at that rafe, As;

- matter of fact at the time the ease wa

mentioned cven he had left the service
Ite was given the sum mentioned io d
ndd jobs in the workshop. That was th
only instance, and I thought at the tim
we were surely justified in giving an ol
man that rate of wages in order to kee)
kim ont of the poor-house. I have take
a note of the statement of the membe
for Guildford as to painters’ labomrer
who were employed at 8s. a dav, re
trenched, and then put on again at 7=
will make inquiries into that case and se
if sueh a state of things exisis. T want t
inipress on members that we have in n
sense a desire to make econumies i fh
wages of the men. who can least of al
afford to aceept a reduction. Larpe sav
ings have been made, amounting to nearh
£250,000, as c¢ompaved with three vear
ago, but in no instanee. as far as I know
has the saving been effected at the cos
of the worker. We have certainly re
duced the staff; we have reduced thi
clerical hands and the workmen, an¢
if we find it necessnry we will o or
reducing. We have no time in th
department for men who ave not prepare«
to earn their living. We have good mer
there now, and we are paying them a
eood wages as they can get ountside.

Mr. Bolton: You do not do it.

The MINISTER TFOR RAILWAYS
Well. it is strange how desirous men am
io obiain service in the department.
am sure, even if we paid a lower rate o
wage, we shonld get as many men on the
staff as we require. We do not want #
do that however. The rate has never in ¢
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single instance been reduced, so far as I
know, since I have been in office, other
than ihe cases of those men to whom I
have referred, uamely the probationers.

My, Swan: What is the length of the
probationers’ period ¢

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Three months, and then if the department
are not satisfied with the men they pass
them out, but if satisfied they have to pay
them the higher rate of wage. Those are
the instructions the Government gave to
the Commissioner of Railways a consider-

~able time age, and Mr. Commissioner
Short, who is now in charge, fully under-
stands our position. He is endeavouring
to effect indunstrial agreements with all the
men. We have now an agreement with
the loco. men for 12 months, and so far as
I con judge there has been no appeal in
regard to the matter. They have signed
the industrial agreement and are satisfied
with it.

Mr, Johnson: 1 have met many men
who are not satisfied with it

The MINISTER FOR RAILIVAYS:
One has to deal with a majority in cases
of this sorf. There are sure to be some
who disagree.

Mr. Johmson: The great trouble is that
the majority of the men arve getfing
from 11s. to 15s., and they do not study
the men who are rveceiving only 7s.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I cannot helieve that. I de not say this
in any way as a rvefleestion on the hon.
member, but there cannot be a majority
of those men receiving the highest wage,
as ouly the loeco. drivers get as much
as 15s. a day. With each driver there
is a fireman, while in addition for every
driver there are engine cleaners and
other workers. All these are under the
same idustrial agreement, and there-
fore the majority cannot pessibly be re-
ceiving 13s. a day.

Mr. Johnson: | said from 11s. to 13s.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The agreement has been approved of by
the organisation. The boiler makers
have also entered into an agreement for
three years.

Mr. Jolknson: That is
they are mechanies.

different. for
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The other mechanics are now arranging
an industrial agreement, and T lbope in
a few days to be able tv announce the
signing of an agreement with these
people, to operate for a periocd of three
vears. Ve are now dealing also with the
traffic and permanent way men, and we
hope, without any interference by the
Arbitration Court in any shape or form,
to be able to effect an industrial agree-
ment whieh will be satisfactory to the
worknen, {o the Commissioner, to Par-
liament, and to the country. I have
pointéd otit that the hon. member was
not so anxious three years ago that there
shonld be a minimum wage 2f 8s. & day.
That was when the hon. member was
Minister for Railways. and when the
Commissioner destroyed tbe industrial
agreement and forced the men into the
Arbitration Court. I can see no justifi-
cation for this motion; to my mind it
comes at a time that is most inoppor-
tune. We have the possibility of effect-
ing an industrial agreement between the
leaffic department and the permanent
way men and the Commissioner, and
should any friction arise, then probably
Parliament might be able to express
some opinion in regard to the questiom
At the preseni time, I repeat, this mo-
tion 1s very inopportune. Then, when
the Estimates nre being considered in
this House, members will have an op-
portunity of expressing theiv opinions
that the wages being paid are not suffi- -
cient. To increage the minimum in the
mean that
many of the men employed in other
branches of the service will have to get
the minimum. inereased tov. There has
been no sweating 'in the Railway De-
partment. Even when that little inci-
dent about an old man receiving 6s. a
day was raigsed, it was said that we were
sweating in the rvailway workshops. I
remember the incident well: the ques-
tion was raised here. When the Esti-
mates are submitted, if hon. mewmbers
think that certain branehes of the rail-
way service are not bging paid a suffi-
ciently high wage, that will be the time
to bring forward a matter of this sort.
T look upen this mation as a means of
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achieving popularity. Tt is all very well
to say that no man shall be employed
for less than 8s. a day. but we must re-
cognise what it will mean to increase the
eost of the administration of the rail-
wavs, and T am quife satistied that the
State cannot afford it.

Private Business, Continualion.

Mr. Speaker: I wmust draw attention,
before the dehate proceeds further, that
under Standing Order 214, a motion must
be moved if it is desived that motions
shall be continued.

Mr. Johmson: 1 move—

That the discussion on
continued.

motions be

The Premier : 1 understood that the
Leader of the Opposition preferred that
we should deal with one or two private
Bill, but I have no objection o going on
with the motions.

Motion put and passed.

Debate resumed.

Mr. BOLTON (North Fremantle): I
have listened attentively to the Minis-
ter, and I must admit one thing, that
whenever a railway matter erops up in
this House, in the drawer immediately
in front of the Minister there seems to
be a set of papers that always fit into
the question. I do not think it 1s neces-
sary to bring into requisition this set of
papers showing what wages are paid in
the different States. These seem to be
trotted out on every occasion when sone-
thing of the nature of this motion is
brought forward, and the figures T
may say are very nisleading. I believe
that the Minister is sincere when he
thinks that these railway men are re-
ceiving a minimum of 8s. a day, but it
would Dbe just as feasible, when heing
asked for information, for him to give
the wages of the permanent way men as
from 7s. to 8s., and not 8s. a day, as he
has done here, beeause in nearly every
case the probationary and the minimnum
class are mentioned as the one thing un-
der which the men are working; and it
again follows that perhaps the same
practice applies in the Eastern States as
it unfortunately applies here, that the
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winimum is so often the maximum. I
am of opinion that the intencion of the
member for Guildford in  intraducing
this motion is to give the Commissioner
aunthority to pay a minimum wage of
8s. I think Mr. Short wounld be favour-
able to 8s. if he thought the Government
or this House were tavourably disposed
towards the suggestion. T ean havdly
blame the Commissioner for enteving.
inte an agreement. and T do nor blame
him for his attitude. The men have to
take rhat minimum, and again thev are
misled in this way. When a man joins
the'serviee as & junior porter he rises to
the posttion of ceoaching porter. and he
gets  the magnificent sum of fis. Gd. a
day, and all he has to wait for is per-
haps a few months, sometimes 12 months
when he may expect an increase of 6d.
a day, which brings his wage np to 7s.;
and after that another term. which
brings it up to 7s. 6d. The diffieulry has
heen that for some vears past there has
heen a big pereentage at wark on the
Iowest wage, in faect, the majority have
been in receipt of 6s. Gd. a day.

The Minister for Railways: There are
only 38 receiving 6s. 6d.

Mr, BOLTON: Perhaps that is n late
figure prepared by the Commissioner.

The Minister for Railways: I have the
exact figures here; 155 are receiving 7s.,
and 38 are receiving 6s, 6d.

Mr. BOLTON: T worked it out that
there were 329 employees, without jun-
iors, in receipt of less than 8s, the mini-
mum wage thaf has been agreed to by
members on the Ministerial side of the
House when speaking on the hustings
during the reecent election. The Minister
pointed out that it was the wish of the de-
partment to employ men according to the
value of their services. andl when a coach-
ing porter in receipt of 6s. Bd4. a day had
passed the test he received a higher re-
muneration. T have in my mind the case
of a man who has served nine vears in
this department. and has heen through
maost of the grades. He was a ticket in-
spector, afterwards a ticket collector. and
is at the present time a ticket collector.
After nine years of service he received
6s. 6d. a dav, and T would like to explain
for the benefit of the Minister how this
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happened. After the man had served
pine vears he had a family misfortune,
and he had to leave the service to get out
of that trouble; he found it expedient
later on 1o rejoin the service at a time
when his trouble became less aente, and
though he had served nine years in the de-
partment no allowanee was made to him,
and in spile of having passed several
working tests, he was again started at
Gs. Gd. a day. If a man is to be paid
according to the value of his services,
how does it apply to this man? There
are many cases where wmen have passed
these necessary fextx and are not in re-
ceipi of the wages that they should re-
ceive; and, moreover. this partienlar
man has a family of feur children,
his wife being dead, to keep on a wage
of Gis. Gd. a day. ¥ say it iz absolutely
impossible for a man to do it, and this
is no isolated case, because there must
be scores of men in receipt of 6s. 6d.
and 7z, having large families to keep
who  cannot possibly be free from
debt. Again, there has been a lot made
of some statements about a man em-
ployed in the workshops who was in
receipt of 6s. a day. I do not remem-
ber who made the statement, but I
know that the case of that man was
trotted ount during the elections at
Busselton. Menzies, and even at
Norseman. If the statement was made,
I do nof think it was meant to convey
that men were working for 6s. 6d. a day,
but in our opinion, there should be no
man engaged on manual toil in the work-
shops who should be paid less than Ss.,
yet we find there are scores working in the
workshops for 7s.; and difficulties arise
month after month when times are bad
and work is slack. Then it seems to be
necessary to retrench a number of hands,
although they have had years of
service there, and after a time. when
things brighten up, these men are again
emploved.  Peeuliarly enough., though
they have length of service. they receive
little abhove the minimum, but when they
are re-employed they are put on at the
minimum to do the same work that they
were doing before. That is the form of
sweating that I take exception ta. Tt is
really sweating to vetrench a man only for
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a week or two, and then re-empluy him
at the lowest wage, instead of re-instating
him. That is sweating, and as long as I
can, I shall raise my voice against that
form of sweating. The Minister referred
to an agreement that is practically setfled
if not sigmed, on behalf of the traffie
department. The difference hetween that
and the agreement of the loco. men is the
96 hours a fortnight. The member for
Guildford, when speaking on that ques-
tion, said a man had to wait before the
completion of that period before he knew
what wages he had to draw. I do not
agree with that, but there is something
more difficult than that in econjunction
with the 96 hours a fortnight. Some-
times a man will work 60 hours of that
period in one week, and the balance of
36 hours has to be worked in the remain-
der of the time. A man will probably be
picked for duty on Monday, on Tuesday
he will have a short shift, perhaps Wed-
nesday will be adjusting day, and per-
haps ot the end of the week it is discov-
ered that this man still has to work 12
hours to complete his 96 hours; the con-
sequence 15 that he sometimes has to work
on 2 12 honrs shifi on the last day of that
period.

The Minister for Reailways: They have
power to adjust the time in the next fort-
night.

Mr. BOLTON: They can adjust only
the overtime thai he has put in on the
96 hour period. But it is more difficult
than ever, because the man does not know
what shift he is going to be worked on.
It is move difficult still because he does
not know how he is going to adjust that,
and it has heen a bone of contention ever
since the 96 hour period came in. The
eight hours a day proposal wonld be a
sitep in the right direction. The 48 hour
period is a ecompromise the Minister
should have agreed to. If the member
for Guildford had moved for eight hounrs
a day and time and a-gquarter after that,
the Minister would have héen able to say
that it was interfering with the award of
the Arbitration Court. But if Parliament
agrees upon the 48 hour period there
will he no longer any necessitx to cite
the emplovees hefore the court or for
the employees to cite the department: be-
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eause it will then be a wutnal agree-
meut for a 48 hour period. Again,
there are no objections raised to those
who are not of adult age receiving less
than this money, Cleaners are engaged
al a less rate than Ss.
. regulations applying in the loco. depart-
ment lays it down that a cleaner shall
join the service at 19 years of age, and
that ai 21 he shall rveceive Gz. 6d. per day,
and periodically shall receive an increase
until  the maximum of 7s. 6d. be
reached. It has been the case that most
of them have been first-class cleaners in
receipt of the maximum pay. The first-
¢lass eleaners of to-day have served some
years as firemen, When the retrenchment
took place the first-class firemen were re-
duced to the grade of second-class fire-
men, the second-class firemen were re-
duced to third-class, and the third-class
were nearly all reduced to the grade of
cleaners. The first-class firemen of to-
day are for the most part redueed drivers.
A number of them have been reappointed
to the position of drivers but the depart-
ment has the power to reduce a -driver
to the grade of fireman with the maxi-
mum pay of a fireman. That being a
living wage of 10s. this class of reduc-
tion has not led to the same complaints
as have been made in regard to the firve-
men reduced fo the position of cleaners.
Surely if a fireman has been svccessful
in his work for three or four years, when
the Government find it necessary to re-
duce him to the pgrade of cleaner the
Minister onght to be prepared to make
his wage 8s. per day seeing that pro-
bably he has been in receipt of 9s. But
nn, whilst he is cleaning he has to dvop
to 7s. a day. In the circnnstances many
of these men have found it necessary to
leave the department and in some eases
to leave the State.
been hetter to give them a maximuom
wage of 8s.7 If the Minister has not
heard of this complaint he has not far
to go to hear it. It has been a very
real complaint for eighteen months or
two vears past. I am surprised indeed
to hear the Minister say that the associa-
tion to which I referréd have agreed to
accept 7s. 6d. per day for firemen tem-
porarily redueed to the grade of cleaners.
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But one of the
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The member for Guildford said thal the
employees had seventeen days’ holiday
during the year. He was not quite cor-
rect. Halidays range from nine to twelve
days, and that is all the men get. Some
will say that this is a good deal, and that
it is very nice to be paid for nine days’
holiday. TPossibly it is; but the benefits
the men derive are nothing at all beyond
the fact that they are at home instead
of having to go to work., On the miser-
ahle pittance they receive they have no
money to go away with, [t is not pos-
sible for them to have a holiday. It is
merely staying away from work and hbe-
ing paid during the time. The Minister
complained that if this motion were
adopted it would have to apply to other
workmen. Why not? We are asking for
a minimum wage for all of 8s. per day,
and T doubt whether hon, members oppo-
site will fight such a motion as this and
argue that Ss. a day is more than a living
wage, if indeed they will argue that it
is a living wage. I think the member for
Guildford should get considerable sup-
port from hoth sides of the  Chamber.
I know one or two members who pledged
themselves on the hustings to support a
minimum wage of 8s. It will be interest-
ing to see how they vote if this matter
comes to a division. Then there is the
question . of probationers in the per-
manent way branch. It would he in-
teresting to know why when it is
necessary to retrench a number of
permanent way men they, on vre-
appointment, should be asked to serve a
probationary period, seeing that they
have already proved their efficiency on
that work. It is absurd to say that the
probationary. period is for the purpose of
proving whether they can do the work.
Tt means that they are to work so many
months before they can get the minimum
ware. Bot the minimum wage for the
permanent way men is 7s. per dav and
it 1s not necessary to remind the House
that if no further permanent way men
were engaged those in the service would
gtill get 7s. The Minister said that in

- Vietoria drivers were in receipt of from

11s. to 14s. per day. As a matter of faet
they are, or a percentage of them, are
in receipt of 155. When I was in the
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service the same thing applied—only a
certain percentage eould receive a Hrst-
elass driver’s wage, and some score of men
were due for the wages of a firsi-class
driver but couid not receive that amount
until somebody died or left the service.
The same diffienlty cropped up in Vie-
toria, OId first-class hands are in receipt
of 15s. a day, and it wonld have been
fairer had he who prepared the figures
quoted made the wage range from 1ls.
to 15s., and not stopped at 14s. There
are drivers in New Sonth Wales in ve-
ceipt of 16s. to-day. It was once the
maximum pay there and whilst it has
been dropped yet those men who were in
receipt of it have not been reduced as
they would have heen in ihis State. It
is not right to boast that in this State
the pay is so much higher than in the
other States. The living here is very
much higher, and I would far rather
aceept 7s. in Victoria or New South
Wales than 8s. in Western Australia.
To quote the figures of Queensland and
Sonth Anustralia as against our own is
absurd. Wages on the goldfields are
very much higher than in the Eastern
States and it is agreed that they should
be so. Why then shonld they not be
bigher in the railway service also¥ The
railway men should be well paid, more
particalarly in a State which has been
practically immune from accidents or
great losses, thanks to the splendid staff
and splendid service that staff has given.
T hope the motion will be carried; it will
do good. It will be a direction to the
Comuwissioner that it is the pleasure of
this Parliament that a minimum wage
of 8s. per day should be paid to all Gov-
ernment employees.
Mr. LAYMAN: T move—
That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and a division ealled for.
Mr. Holmean: Is the hon. member in
order in moving a motion from a seat
other than his own?

Mr, Speaker: The hon. member should
move it from his own seat.

Mr. Layman: Am I in order in moving
it now?

Mr. Taylor: The hon. member admits
that he was out of his seat when he
moved the motion.
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Mr, Speaker: As far us I policed he
was in his seat. At all events excepfion

should have been taken at the time.
Division resulted as follows:— .
Aves e .. .. 25
Noes .. .. .. 19

Majority for .. 8

AYES,
Mr. Brown Mr. Keenan
Mr. Butcher Mr. Male
Mr." Carson Mr. Milchell
Mr. Cowgher Mr. Monger
Mr. Daglish Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. Davies Mr. 5. F. Moore
Mr. Diraper Mr. Nanson
Mr., Foulkes Mr. Osborn
Mr. Gordon Mr. Piesse
Mr. Gregory Mr. Price
Mr. Hardwick Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hayward Mr. Layman
Mr. Jacoby {Tetier).
NoEs.
Mr, Angwin Mr. McDowall
Mr. Bath Mr. 'Loghlen
Mr. Belton Myr. Scaddan
Mr. Colller Mr. Swan
Mr. GilY Mr. Taylor
Mr. Gourley Mr. Underwood
Mr. Heltmann Mr. Walker
Mr. Ho!man Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Hudson Mr. - Troy
Mr. Johnsen . (Tetler).

Motion thus passed; the debate ad-
journed.

MOTION—RAILWAY PROJECT,
BELMONT-BURSWOOD.

Mr. GORDON (Canning) moved—
That e the opinion of this House it
is desirable that the
showld be extended to connect the pre-
sent Belmont terminus with Burswood
station,
He said: This is a question that has been
under consideration since 1902, The resi-
dents of Belnont have been subjected to
great inconvenience owing to the want of
proper eommunieation between Belmont
and Perth; but putting on one side alfo-
gether the requirements of the residents
of Belmont. a conneciion between the
Bunbury line and the Eastern Railway
would be very desirable in relation to the
working of bheavy traffic. All the heavy
traffie in wood and coal could be dissected
—1I do not kmow if that is the correct rail-

railway system . °
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way lerm—at Easi Perth instead of going
into the Perth railway station.

AUr. Swan: But'what would be the cost
of a new bridge over the river to carry
the heavy traffic?

Mr. GORDOXN: There are some who
eonte to this House who are elected by the
people under a misapprehension, and they
do not recognise the value of matters
raised in the House. This is one of the
questions they have not the brains to un-
derstand. The fact that this traffie could
be handled at East Perth is a recommen-
dation for this project.

Mr, Gill: They -would need to bhave
shunting yards at East Perth.

Mr. GORDON: Ol shunt out. = Re-
lieving the traffic of the Perth yards would
he a great advantage. Also on race days
at present the trains run backwards and
forwards. Like the Labour party they
do not know where they are. They run
hackwards and forwards instead of going,
as would be the case if the line is con-
nected -from Belmont to Burswood, on a
circular line so that one train would fol-
low another, like the members of the
Laboar party follow their leader. Since
1902 the people ' of ‘Belmont have heen
practically promised this railway eom-
munieation, but they are still without it.
There is a large traffic on the line to Bel-
mont on race days, and the returns from
that traffic alone would guarantee the in-
terest and sinking fund on the construe-
tion of this short extension. Many of the
people residing at Belmont T admit are of
the racing eomnmnity, but thev should be

considered on the week days as well as on

race days. There are only two trains
framn Belmoni te Perth daily and this is
not fair {o the distriet. The people of
Belmont should have some derent com-
muanication with Perth.

My. Collier: What are the earnings on
race days?

Mr. GORDON: I do not know what
your vearnings are. I am soriy the Op-
position seem to treat this matter lightly,
buf it is not a matter that should be
treated lizhtly, because there is no deny-
ing the fact that 1,500 people near Perth
are denied the right of travelling to and
from Perth with decent communication.
Another fealure is the fact that they are
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not in a position to get a tramline to Bel-
mont hecause the Government deny them
the right to connect with the Vietoria Park
tramline by passing over the railway line
at Burswood. The Government will not
give them the right to connect with the
Vietoria Park tram service, neither will
they give them a decent train serviee.

Mr. Taylor: Then why do you support
the Government?

Mr. GORDON: Oh, shut up.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. mewmber
must not use that expression.
Mr. GORDOXN: I withdraw. I did not

know it was the member for “Mulga.” It
ig only right that a commnnity of 1,500-
to 2,000 people should be considered in a
question like this, especially when it is
on paper that the returns from the line
to-day will gnarantee fair interest and
sinking fund on the extension. TIn spite:
of the inconvenience the distriet has been
submitted to for the past 10 years it has
been advancing. [t is an ideal spot for
a workingman to have a suburban home,
if he has any opportunty of making a
home of his own in this ecountry. There
he ean have a garden and yet ecan go to-
and from his work in Perth. The land
there is suitable for homesteads and little-
gardens, and it is elose to Perth, It wounld
he an advantage for the City to have a
spot elose at hand to which men can go-
afier their work and do a certain amount
of gardening. Tn this respect the country
around Perth is deficient. Through all
the suburbs when a man goes home if he
has a plot of his own he can only dig up-
sand. On the other hand, with decent
communication between Perth and Bel-
mont, thousands of men conld make

their homes at Belmont on good soil.
The  distance is neither here nor
there. It is no further than other
suburbs from which the workers come
into Perth to-day. At Belmont there
will  he the opportunity for the

worker, not only to have a home for him-
self, but.to have a little land on which to
grow veretables and raize poultry. I ask
the House to fake this project seriously
inln consideration. 1 contend that it will
relieve the heavy traffic in the Perth yard,
while on raee days it will be a greater
guarantee of safety for the fravelling
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public. In addition to all this it will he
the first seetion of a rallway which ulti-
mately must be buili between Fremantle
and Guildford on the South side of the
river. No doubt that proposition must
come sooner or later, and this wonld be
the starting point of it.

Mr. Bath: What is the length of the
line?

Mr. Angwin:
miles.

Mr. GORDON : Ti will cost about
£10,000, but the earnings of the railway
between Belmont and Perth to-day guar-
anlee interest and sinking fund on this
proposed extension to Burswood.

Mr. Bath: What are the present earn-
ings? '

Mr. GORDON: Do you not know that?
I am surprised at the Leader of the Op-
position. On a question such as this T
thought he would at least have followed
the statisties. Probably he does not
know the earnings of any of the railways.
Sinee 1902 this railway has been reecom-
mended by the railway authorities.

Mr. Gill: Where will vou find that?

Mr. GORDON: You will find it T sup-
pose if you look for it. T suppase if you
take the trouble to look up the jacket
you will find it. because it is there, As I
say,
cated by the railway authorities, and it
should have heen earried out. so I trust
members will assist me in seeing that it
is earried out now.-

On motion hy Mr.
Jjourned.

About two and a quarter

Angwin debate ad-

RETURN—GOVERNMENT ADVER-

TISEMENTS.
Mr. HOLMAN (Murehison) moved—

That a return be laid on the Table
of the House showing the total amount
in detail of the expenditure incurred
by the Government in advertising in the
various papers (shown separately) pub-
lished in the State for the period ist
January to 30th September, 1907, and
for the period 1st January o 30th Sep—
tember, 7908.

He said: My veason for asking for thls
return is to iry and see if some hetter
means cannot be arranged for advertising
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since 1902 this work has been advo- -
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than exists now. On looking through the
papers we see (rovernment advertisements
appearing in those whieh cirenlate solely
in Perth. 1 can mention several papers
which are bolstered up in ihe shape of
Govermment advertisements at the ex-
pense of the State. Take for instance
the Daily News, that receives a 1remend-
ous amount of money for advertising,
whereas it is well known that rhat particu-
lar paper is not dislributed outside Perih,
andd very little inside of i, so far as that
15 concerned. Then there wre several
papers with large eirvculations, which_
are distributed fhroughoui ihe districts
where the subject matter of certpin ad-
vertisements is of great interest, and yet
sieh advertisements do not appear in
those papers at all.  The Government
should advertise on local matters in the
papers cireulating thronghout the distriet.
We should adopt the same method that
obtained some years ago and have an ad-
vertising agent, who would distribute the
adverlisements to the hest advantage, and
see that every time a Government adver-
tiserent was put in, the State got full re-
turn for the price paid. There is a paper
called the West Australian Mining, Build-
ing and Engineering Journal. Tt 1is
highly probahle that very few members of
Parliamment, and very few people nutside,
know there is such a publication in the
State; vet we find month after month,
and perhaps year after vear, pages of
Government advertisements published in
that paper. The price we pay in same of
the papers for bolstering up one or two
of the Ministers is altegether foo high,
and the time has come when we should
adopt another method in conneetion with
advertising. Then with regard to adver-
tisements notifving land sales. On more
than one oceasion [ have seen advertise-
ments concerning land sales in the country
districts appearing in papers whieh never
circulate there. while no notifieation of the
sales appear in the papers which are cir-
culated throughout the distriet.  There
are cases I know of on the Murchison
where, instead of the advertisements eon-
cerning matters affecting that part of the
eountry being published in the local
papers, thev are published in Perth
papers, and are therefore ahsolutely use-
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less to the people of the distriet. I have
known of cases where advertisements as
to land sales were published in Perth
weekly papers whieh never eirculate out-
side the City, and as a maftter of fact
have a very small eirculation in the City.

The Treasurer: What weekly papers
are those? )

Mr. HOLMAN: TWhen the return
comes down I will give the Treasurer
that information, I will be able to show
the Treasurer how he will be able to save
about £3,000 by altering the method of
advertising, instead of trying to save that
money by cutting down wages of railway
nen.

The Treasurer: The total suin paid for
advertisements does not amount to £3,000.

Alr. HOLMAN: T once called for a
return which -showed that one paper in
Peril  had received several hundred
pounds for one advertisement. The ques-
tion is whether it is advisable to spend
s0 much money in absolutely useless ad-
vertising. This is only done to bolster
up papers whieh, without these advertise-
ments, would in all probability cease cir-
enlating; if only this happened we would
be much beiter off for it. The Treas-
urer might argue that it would be better
to have the return covering a period of
12 months, but I want fo see a quarterly
retumm. If the department eannot supply
ply the returns for the guarter, then their
books must be kept in rather a peculiar
way. In any business concern one sheould
be able to ascertain at once what the
quarterly refurns are.

The Treasurer: Will not a return for
the whele year do you?

Mr., HOLMAN: T require the figures
for the perieds as set out in the motion.
I thought when drafting the motion it
would be a simple matier to get a return
of that nature. After the return is placed
on the Table I intend to take further
action to see if we eannot effect a great
gaving in advertisements. One or two
other papers might be mentioned as
examples of the way in which Government
money is absolutely thrown away. The
sooner we adopt a better system of adver-
tising, and so enable the people most
dirvectly inferested to obtain the henefit of
the advertisements the hetter. Where
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there are matters of public importance
affecting one district let the advertise-
ments concerning such be published in the
papers circulating in that distriet.

Mr. HEITMANN (Cue): I second the
motion.

The TREASURER (Hon. Frank Wil-
son): 1 would have been quite prepared
to agree {o this motion bad the hon, mem-
ber amended it so that the figures
should include the whoele year. Further,
I would have given the information as
to the quarterly figures, if possible, al-
though it wounld have taken some time
to get them out, but the hon. member
lias gone outside the terms of the motion
and has necused the Government of giv-
ing advertisements to papers for bolster-
ing up Ministers, as he calls it. He laid
charges agnainst the Government of lav-
ish expenditure in this direction, and I
think that in those circumstances T
would he quite justified in moving the
adjonrnment of the debate so that I
could get particulars in answer lo his ae-
eusations,

Mr. Walker: You are making a speech
and cannot now move the adjournment
of the debate.

The TREASURER: 1 am merely ex-
plaining the reason why I should ask for
the adjournment of the debate, inas-
much as T would desire to get particu-
lars from the department to answer the
charges which oecupied the major por-
tion of the hon. member’s time when in-
troduecing his motion.

Mr. Nanson: Let there be an amend-
ment to amplify the information.

The TREASURER: The hon. member
can move the amendment when I have
done. Let me explain that it is rather
difficult and expensive to eompile a re-
turn sueh as the hon. member wants.
There are six ledgers, and as there are
67 papers in Western Australia pariiei-
pating in advertising matter, it is neces-
sary that there should be 67 accounts
kept in each ledger. In making up re-
turns as to advertising, aecounts have to
be dissected and charged up against the
different departments referred to in the
various advertisements. That means that
with the 67 newspapers. and with six
entries probably for each advertisement,



Government advertisements : [2 DecEMBER, 1908.]

the work of getting out details for, say,
a peried of three months, would be very

expensive. It would mean going through.

the whole of the six ledgers and the 67
different aecounts kept in each ledger
and dissecting the amounts charged up.

My, Holman: Why do they not keep
proper ledger accounts?

The TREASURER: That is the sys-
tem adopted. The officers do not bal-
ance ledgers of this kind every month,
or even every half year, for they are
brought inte running with the financial
vear, and at the end of each 12 months
a proper sununary, as the hon. member
knows—for it was laid on the Table last
vear—is made up showing exactly the
papers that have participated and re-
ceived money from the Government in
conneetion with adverlising maiter. The
hon. member suggests that we should
have an advertising agent, but I may tell
him that we have one. that he is a very
capable clerk, and has been in charge of
that department for several vears.

Mr. Taylor: You did away with the
agent.

The TREASURER: There is an agent
now. Every department puts its adver-
tising through that agent. 1f 1 had
known that the hon. member was going
to vake up the transactions of this depart-
meni for some years past I should have
obtained fignres as to the working, and
so proved to the House that his insinuna-
tions of unfair dealing in -connection
with advertising are guite incorreet.

Mr. Holman: 1 will prove them.

Mr. Troy: There is unfair dealing.

The TREASTURER: The hon. member
who states that, says something whieh is
absolutely ineorrect. It is nothing of
the sort, and the cost of the department
has been brought down considerahly. If
I remember rightly, the cost has heen re-
duced to one-third or one-fourth of what
it was when this elerk firsi took charge.
If there is one thing I am proud of in
the Treasury it is this advertising de-
partment, which now spends only hun-
dreds of pounds as against thousands of
pounds some vears ago. The depariment
is well run. If the hon. member likes to
deal only with the metropolitan Press
I will be able to get him the quarterly
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return as he desires. as I think there are

vinly eight papers in  the metropolis
which receive Government advertise-
ments.

Mr. Hobman: I want to show that you
treat the country papers uufairly.

The TREASURER: We are advertis-
ing in 67 papers in Western Anstralia.
Notwithstanding what the hen. member
says, anything of loeal interest is always
advertised i the Ioeal paper. '

Mr, Taylor: Alse in the melropolitab
papers,

The TREASURER: Of course. The
West Austrabian Mininy, Building, and
Engineering Journal, to whieh the hon,
member hag refecred, 38 a very excelleni
paper and it is well worth advertising
ceriain matiers therein, 1 do not think
that paper receives more than £25 per
half-vear for the whole of the Govern-
ment advertising.

Mr. Holman:
paper is worth. .

The TREASURER: If the hon. mem-
ber likes to make statements like that’ .
let him do su.

Mr, Heitmann:
the CGooldfields
Mirror,

The TREASURER: I daresay we did,
and in many other papers alse, papers
that reach every section of the com-
munity. But what I say generally is this,
hon. members will find when the return is
made out, and the annual return will be
made ont in due course, that every care
has been taken in eonnection with adver-
tising, and there is not any sort of favour
eranted to one paper over another.
If there were, then I could gnite under-
stand the hon. member geitiig up in his
place and challenging the Government on
that ground, As far as I am concerned
I am quite willing that the returns shall
be placed before the House, but I do
ask, unless there is something serious in
the hon. member’s mind, instead of put-
ting the department to undue expense,
that he and other hon. members should
wait until papers ave presented to the
House before they make charges.

More than the whole

You have advertised
Water Scheme in the

Mr. NANSON (Greenough): T think
it would add to the utility of the return
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if it embraced not only the amount paid
to the papers published in the State but
also the papers published outside, and
we would then have information as to
what the Goverment ave doing to adver-
tise the State in the old country and the
Eastern States, and as to bow far the
journals nsed for disseminaling this in-
formation are proving of value.

The Treasurer: 1 do not think you
would get the information from the Agent
General in time.

Mr. NANSON: Well, then, as far as
possible. 1T fully agree with what the
Treasurer has said as to the inadvis-
ability of making charges against the
Government in_ regard to these matters
before the  information is placed before
members. Tn moving the amendment I
do not bring it forward with any inten-
tion of making charges agamst the Gov-
ermuent, but merely so that the House
may be placed in possession of informa-
tion that I have no doubt will not only
"be useful, but will probably show in re-
ard to advertising outside the State that
the Governmment are exereising great care
in conneetion with the expenditure of
public funds in that direction. I move
as an amendment—

That in line J after the word “State”
the words.“and elsewhere” be added.

Mr. HOLMAN (on amendment): I
have no objection to the amendment pro-
vided it will net delay the return. I am
anxious to get this return out at the earli-
est possible moment. The argument of
the Treasurer that it will take a lot of
work to bring out this return will not
hold good. T am not much of a scholar,
but I ean keep hooks, and I ean produce
my ledgers and furnish returns every
month, or for 6, 9, or 12 months. I do
not know if it is different in the Trea-
sary, but if it is, the sooner there is an
alteration there the better. The items
should be set forth as they are expended,
and it should be very easy to show any
month's expenditure and produee the
fignres exactly. However. I have no ob-
jection. to the amendment, provided it is
not going te delay the production of this
return.

[ASSEMBLY.)
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The Treasurer: Will a twelve monihs’
retarn do you, and then three months in
addition ?

Mr. HOLMAN: I am asking for the
details; I want the figures for the pre-
ceding nine months. If what I am asking
cannot be furnished by the Treasury De-
partment, then 1 am not smprised at the
ocenrrences that we have heard of lately
in some of the branches of that depart-
ment. 1 will be greatly interested in see-
ing the number of advertisements that
are published in the Easteim States and in
the old country, and in seeing what is be-

.ing done in the direction of advertising the

State; and it would be of some advantage
and information to us if we could have
copies of the advertisements placed on
the table of the Honse. I am satisfied
they would be an eye-opener if we counld
only see some of them. If we have an
assurance from the Treasurer that the
amendment will not delay the veturn over
this session, I shall not oppose it. We
may get returns from the Kastern States,
but if we have to awail returns from the
Agent General, then we can say good-bye
to this information that 1 am asking for.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret): I
readily recognise the desire on the part
of the member for Greenough to extend
the scope of the return, but T hope he
will see that if his amendment is passed
there will be no possible chanee of get-
ting the rétnrn before this session ends,

Mr. Nanson: We can have the informa-
tion in two chapters, or in sections.

Mr. TAYLOR: T am afraid that the
firsi seetion would be of little value, The
value of the return would be in the second
section, and that would not he forth-
coming perhaps until the next year. I
believe the desire of the memhber for
Murchison is to have a return laid on
the Table of the House this session, so
that the Honse may be able to deal with
that aspeet of the question. Notwith-
standing the statement of the Treasurer
as to the magnificent manner in which this
advertising department under his econ-
trol is eonduncted, there is a widespread
opinion, not among journalists, but among
those who have left the Press, that the
Government do not advertise wiszely.
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Thai has been vemarked to me in many
places.

The ZTreasurer: Because we do
spend sufticient money?

Mr. TAYLOR: Not on that score, but
it iz on the seore of not wisely expending
the money that is expended. We find
advertisenients in the metrepolitan Press
of certain land sales in the most distant
town sites proelaimed. and we find in the
weekly  Press, published close to those
loculities, thai advertisements concerning
these sales do not appear, and if they do
appear they are very small. We also
find that matters of that kind are adver-
tised in whal are known as the social
journals, weekly publications that are not
really good advertising mediums. I de
hope that the House will not aecept the
amendment, beecause, in my opinion, it
will prevent the motion, moved by the
member for Murchison, from earrying
out its object. It is necessary that we
should have a return, and the statement
of the Treasurer with reference to the
complication of the bookkeeping sysiem
is not a justification for prolonging the
issue of this return. The Treasurersays
they have an advertising clerk. I would

- like (o remind him that we had in this
State in 1903 an adverlising agent. and
the returns laid on the Table by the then
Treasurer clearly and conclusively show-
ed. nofwithstanding that his salary was
much higher than that of the clerk now
filling the position, he effected a great
saving. He was removed from that post
largely. 1  believe, beeause—~I am
speaking in his own words—he ‘cut
down the advertisements in papers in

not

which, in his opinion, it was not
neeessary to  advertise, beecause the
State did not get full value for their

money. Then when those papers did not
allow their leading columns to speak so
favourably of the Government as they
had previously done when receiving Gov-
ernment advertisements. this officer was
removed. He iz the only officer we have
had sinee my time who has been an effi-
cienf advertising agent. He was a jour-
nalisi. and a man whe held a high posi-
tion on one of the leading papers. and
was, 1 helieve, a competent and capable
man, and in the words of the then
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Treasurer, he was doing maguificent
work., The then Treasorer had a higher
opinion of the work of this agent thau
the present Treasurer has of the agent
he has in his office to-day. I do not
think i1 is fair to amend the motion of
the member for Murchizon with the oh-
jeet of—1 am not going to make any
aceusalion agninst the member for
Greencugh—but I say the result will
be that there will be delay in the prepara-
tion of this return, and we may not get
it before the present session closes.

The Minister for Railways: We ean
get yuu separate returns.

AMr, TAYLOR; Qu the assurance then
that the Government will furnish ‘ihe
Huonse with the returns thal they have
at present, | shall be prepared to letf the
amendment go, but 1 am not prepared
te sif silent in my place while I see there
is a possibilily of this House not getting
the information that is being called for
in the motion. [ will not further oppose
the amendment.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregorv): 1 desire to move a further
amendment to the motion.  [I will be
noticed that the hon. member desires a
return showing the cost of advertising
during a period dating from the 1st Jan-
uary to the 30th September, 1907, and
a similar period in 1908. I can hardly
see the objecl to be atlained by giving
statisties to this House which will not
embrace the total expendifure in con-
nection with advertising, We are speund-
ing a certain sum of money and the
House wanis te know what we are
spending. Surely we should have a re-
turn showing the total expenditure in-
curred by the Government in conneectign
with this matter., I move—

That all words after “the’ in line

5 be struek out with a view to insert-

ing, “financial years 1906-7 and 1907-

8. together with the quarter ending

September 30th, 1908.”

That will give a eomplete list -of the
eost on all advertising during the period
meuntioned. In connection with theé am-
endment moved by the member for
CGireenongh. it mav not be possible for
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us to give all the information in eonnee-
tion with these advertisements and with
the expenditure incurred by the Agent
Gieneral. However any information the
Treasurer has he will he only too pleased
1o give to the House although he cannot
¢laim that it will be a complete return.
1 beg to move the amendment.

Mr. Jacoby: Presumably we can take
that motion te read that the amount per
ingh paid will be included in the infor-
mation given.

Mr. HOLMAN (on further amend-
ment) : The Minister himself now wants
a return. T think the motion as origin-
ally moved was sulficiently elear. If the
Minister wants a return for the last fin-
aneial year 1 have no objection; but if
1 meve for a return T think the motion
should be allowed to o as originally
framed and should not be altered merely
because the ‘Treasurer savs the refurn
eannnt easily be furnished. The officers
of the department who keep the books
can supply the returns. In regard to
the point raised by the  member
for Swan (Mr. Jacoby) T have already
had answers to questions in whieh T
find that the amount paid per ineh
varied very greatly in different papers.
Again, surely it would be an easy mat-
fer to have the return set- out in the
first three gquarters of the calendar year.
There should be no more diffieculty about
furnishing such a quarterly return than
there is about the usunal quarterly re-
turns from the Treasurer’s Department.
T was surprised to hear the Treasurer
saying it was almost an impossibility
fo et such a return at all. If that be
s0, then if the Treasurer will allow me
to look into the hooks I will guarantee,
provided that the books have been pro-
perly kept, to get the figures out myself
and save all the expense we have heard
ahout to-night.

Mr. TAYLOR (on amendment): Tt is
quite apparent to me that this amend-
ment 15 a very old Ministerial dodge.
When a member in Opposition moves a
motion which may have the result of
exposing figures which the Government
are not anxious to disclose. Ministers
ealmly proceed to oppose the motion
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te eloud the issue, and (o make it pos-
sible, by extending the operation of the
motion, that the return ecannot be
produced doring the session. We have
repeatedly had these tacties since the
present Government came into power—
this elouding of the issue by the moving
of amendments to motions eoming from
this side of the House. Tt will be within
your memory, sir, that the most heated
debhates and the keenest cross-firing that
have ever taken place in this Chamber
have arisen out of the self-same tac-
ties to which we are being subjected to-

night.  The wmember for Murchison is
after speecial information the necessity

for which he is not at this juncture pre-
pared to reveal. He knows something
more than I do, and he is moving a
motion with the object of satisfying him-
self as to the aceuracy of his informa-
tion, And what do we find? That an
attempt is being made to prevent the
discovery of these figures.

The Treasurer: Could he not have
taken the House inte his confidence?

Mr. TAYLOR: The Treasurver is too
old a politician for any sophistry of
that kind. T have had the pleasure of
sitting in opposition to the Minister; and
I have sat on the Ministerial benches
when the Minister was in opposition to
me and I know that there are few hon.
members as capable as the Treasurer of
dealing with a question of this charac-
ter. T think when an hon. member de-
sires something that shonld be the pro-
perty of Parliament his motien should
not be made a party question. The ac-
tions of a Government should not re-
quire to be covered up. There should be
no necessity on the part of Ministers to
hide tlieir tracks. Ministers should be
fair and square to Parliament and to the
eountry. If there be something that the
memhber for Murehison is after it sheuld
be given to the House. I say there is no
justification for these taeties on {he part
of Ministers, It is an old dodge that we
have had repeated time after time within
the last three vears. The Hansard re-
cords of this House prove that. T hope
that whatever may bhappen to this
motion the House will not be debarred
from obtaining the information sought
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by the member for Murchison. In the
hon. member’s opinion it is necessary
thar this information should be given
and 1 want lo say that he was generous
te the Government when he moved his
motion couched as it is in moderate
language.  In his speech also he was
generous notwithstanding the taunts of
the Treasurer that the hon. memher was
making charges againsl the depart-
ment. I ventnre to say that if we get
these papers eovering the period men-
tioned in the original motion we shall
he able to speak with more foree on this
question. T hope the amendment moved
by the Minister for Mines will not be
carried, and that the objeet of the mem-
ber for Murchison will not be frustrated.
I think it is about time the House was
given iunformation of this character
when an hon. member on this side moves
for it. When an hon. member believes
there is a defect in the administration
of any department there should be no
desire on the part of the Government to
withhold the information asked for, and
especially when that information affects
the people’s money. I hope the amend-
ment moved by the Minister for Mines
will not he earried.

Mr COLLIER (Boulder): I also fail
to understand why the Minister for Mines
should have moved this amendment. We
have the member for Murchison moving
for special information regarding the ex-
penditure over a certain period. No hen.
memher has asked for the information
which will be embraced in the return
moved for by the Minister for Mines.

The Attorney General: Which return
will be the more eorrect?

Mr. COLLIER: Tt is not a matter of
which will be the more correet, it is a
matter of supplying the hon. member
with the infornation he desires.

The Attorney General: If he wanted
a bhalance in the middle of a week would
you give it to him?

Mr. COLLIER: I am quite certain
there should be no difficulty about getting
ont the information if the Minister desires
to give it. It leads one to suspeet thai
there is reason feor covering up this re-
turn.
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The Treasurer:  Ov some reasvn for
moving the motion.

Mr. Holiman: There certainly is a rea-
son for moving the motion,

Me, COLLIER: If the houn. member
desires the information. he is entitled to
have it. 1 do nol kpew whether the
charge of favouritism in advertising is
justified, hut 1 do kouwaw that the charge
of extravagance in that respect is fully
justified. | have seen advertisements for
land sales at Leonora inserted in  the
Mirror, n classie journal cireulating only
in the hairdressers’ . shops .along 5St.
Geurge’'s Terace. Has anybody ever
seen the Mirror in Leonora? Then in the
Sunday Times last week there was a
double-column advertisement at Gs. per
ineh, amounting to about £5 10s. What
did the advertisement refer to? Land
sales all over the State: at Bridgetown, at
Geraldton, at Albany, and at Kalgoorlie.
As one who has some knowledge of news-
papers circulating on the goldfields I want
to say that the Sunday Times never -
reaches the goldfields. I venture to say
it is not read by a dozen people through-
out Kalgoorlie and Bowlder, yet there is
Government money paid for advertising
coldfields land sales in Kalgoorlie. Again,
we have Menzies, Southern Cross and
Lawlers. Does the Sunday Times reach
sach a remote spot as Lawlers? Again,
there are land sales advertised for Car-
narvon and Onslow, and down in the
South-West as far as Kundip and Ravens-
thorpe. The Treasurer is a business man.
If lie had blocks of land for sale in those
distriets would he advertise in the Sunday
Times? [ cannot imagine a shrewd busi-
ness man with the ability of the Treasurer
advertising in the Swunday Times. The
paper never reaches Lawlers.

The Treasurer: Do vou not read the
Sunday Times?

Mr. COLLIER:
markahle somersault
eight or nine months. I would like to
know whether that somersauli has had
anvthing to do with this advertising.
However, it is a ridiecnlons waste of
nmoney to advertise such items as T have
read in this newspaper. But the retum
will be of little value if it is obtained;
becanse, althongh it will set forth the lump

Not since their re-
during the last



582

Govt. advertisements :

sums paid to these papers, it will be of
little information unless it be more com-
pleie, unless it shows the rate charged,
and the space oceupied. The details will
not he supplied judging from my experi-
ence. [ have seen a rveturn like this al-
ready laid on the Table. 1t is of no value
to know that £30 or £100 has heen paid
to a newspaper for'advertising unlegs we
know the vates charged and the space
occupied. However, T believe the motion
should be agreed to, but the return shounld
not be clouded over with information nat
agked for and not desired hy the House.

The TREASURER. (on further amend-
ment) : In reply to Lhe remarks of the
member for Mt Margaret, the Govern-
‘ment have not backed ont of office and
covered up their tracks with sand, as the
hon. member graphically deseribed it.
Perhaps he is describing the habits he
followed when he occupied office. There is
ne dodging ahout this. I do not resort to
dodges in these matters. T am only wish-
ful to give the House the fullest informa-
tion avatlable that can he done at a mod-
erate eost, and if T give the information
that will satisfv the member for Murchi-
son to enable him to get what he wants,
surely it is all he ought to ask the Gov-
ernnment (o give, Ie says he can go into
the office, go to the ledgers and get out
the return in five minutes. Then if I give
him the return for the financial vear he
can take any section of it he likes. That
sonnds reasonable and feasible. If it is
so easily done, he ean dissect it for him-
self. We are not anxions to hide any-
thing. All we object to is bheing put to
unnecessary expense in providing re-
turns unless there is a good ease made out
far the production of the returns.

AMr. Taylor: You have not made out a
ease for extending the return.

The TREASURER: The hon. member
savs he is not so silly as to give his rea-
song. All the vears T have had experi-
enee of Parliamentary usage it has been
customary for a member when he moves
for a return, or a select committee, or a
Royal Commission, to make out his case,
to give his reasans, to take the House into
his eonfidence as to why he wants the ex-
penditure: and if he does not, T think the
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House would be justified in saying it is
only a reasonable thing te fall in with the
departntental dates for making these re-
turns and placing them bhefore the House.
I want te give not only what the hon,
member asked for, T want bo give the re-
turn for the financial year 1906-7 and
that for the financial year 1907-8. Then
there will be'a comparison, and the hon.
nmiember can take out nine months or six
mwouths if he likes. And T want to go to
the extra trouble—it will be a considerable
trouble—of giving him the return for the
first three months of this financial vear.

AMr. Taylor: The hon. member does not
want von to go to-all that tronble and ex-
pense.

The TREASURER: There is no ex-
pense in giving the return for the finan-
cial vear. As I have explained before,
the expense comes when we take a broken
period that goes partly into one financial
vear and partly into another.

Mr. Holman: Do you publish ruarterly
returns?

The TREASURER: Not of advertis-
ing. Here is the note from the Treasury
Office : —

“The above retwrns asked for, heing

a bhroken period, would entail a con-

siderable amount of work. The adver-

tising ledgers are made up to the 30th

June each year.”

Thai is ihe offieial information given to
me,

Mr. Taylor: They are not looking for
work.

The TREASURER: I want to see as
little of it as possible, 1f the hon. mem-
her explaing what he wants, perhaps I
could give him the information without
going to the trounble of getting out these
relurns, buf I ask the House to believe
that the returns we propose to supply are
reasonable in the eireumstances, and T ask
members to accept the amendment. Then
the returns can be got ready immediately,
whereas, aceording to the information
wiven me, the returns asked for by the
hon. member will take some weeks to get
out, and this perhaps may defeat the end
the hon. member aims at,

Amendment put and passed: motion as
amended agreed to.



Old Men's Home

PAPERS—GERALDTON OLD MEN’S
HOME.
Mr. CARSON (Geraldton) moved—
Fhat all papers in connection with the
removal of the old men from the Ger-
aldton Home be laid on the Table.
He said: The reason for the establish-
ment of the 0!d Men’s Home at Gerald-
ton some years ago was that there were
many old men formerly residents of the
Vicloria District located in the home in
Perth, while there were additional cases
continually ¢ropping up in the Geraldton
distviet of men desirous of going to a
- home; and as there was available a por-
tion of the Geraldton hospital. it was
fitted up fur a home for these old men

and they were made very cowfortable
there. Now the Government had decided

to close the establishment on the ground
of economy, but this economy was not
what the department made ont. According
to the reports the amount saved was to be
something like 4d. per head per week, but
included in the cost of the Geraldton in-
stitution was the charge of £1 per 1,000
gallons for water supplied by the Railway
Department, whereas this water only cost
the Railway Department 7s. 6d. per 1,000
gallons. The saving by the removal of
these old men from Geraldton to Clare-
mont was nof equal to £200 per annun.
But economy was not the only thing that
should be taken into consideration. The
old men were desirous of remaining in the
distriet and of ending their days there.
They had associations there, and it was a
shame to remove them to-a strange place.
It was.to be hoped the Government would
place the papers on the Table so that mem-
bers could have an opportunity of per-
using them. This was another instance of
eenfralization and should he depreecated.
Besides there would be cases continually
cropping up of old men and women de-
sirons of going info a home and they
would have io be deported from Gerald-
ton to Claremont. This would be a mis-
take. The amount saved was nof worth
considering. The consideration extended
to these old men shonld be more than the
few pounds saved by deporting them to
Claremont.

Mr. NANSON (Greenough) seconded
the motion.
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The PREMIER (Hon. N, J. Moore):
Thiz matter had disturbed some of the
residents of Geraldton very considerably.
It was uzed as an argument against cen-
tralisation. but we might very well apply .
the argument to every disiriet outside of
I’erth.  Why =hounld an institution he
maintained for old men at Geraldton any
more than on the Northern goldfields ov
at Bunbury? Why should we not have
these homes dotted all over the country®
As the hon, member puointed oul, the old
men had been resident in an institution
in Perth, and afterwards it was deeided
in ntitise one of the expensive buildings
erected in Gernldton to house them. But
now we heard the cry of the need for
economy evervwhere, and where Mr. Long-
more, the superintendent of publie chari-
ties. was able to show that we could save
at least £420 per annum by making the
removal, the Government would he de-
serving of censure if they did not carry
out the suggestion, especially when it
could be done without any hardship to
any of those eoncerned. Mr. Longmore
sbated that the institution had heen re-
duced in numbers, and that there were
obly 23 men in it at present; and we had
to maintain an expensive staff for these
few men. Mr, Longmore also reported
that there was ample accommodation at
Claremont for these old men, while the
quarters at (Geraldton were not suitable
for a- home beeause of the proximity to
hotels, which had frequently been the
canse of a certain amount of drunkenness
among the men in the bome. At Clave-
mont the old men were altogether removed
from this temptation. A considerable
sum of money would need to be expended
in improving the building at Geraldion,
and in erecting a proper fenee around it,
The action taken on the suggestion of
the superintendent of charities must
commend ilself to members. There was
no ohjeetion to the laying of the papers
on the Table, and he was satisfied that if
members perused them they would come
fo the conelusion that the action taken by
the Government was justified.

Mr. CARSON (in reply) : The Premier
had said there were now only 23 men in
the institution, but he did not mention
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that =ome 20 men were removed from it
ahout six months age. It was very doubi-
ful whether the saving mentioned by the
superintendent of charities wounld be
effected.

Question put and passed.

REPORT—NORTH BEACH ROAD
CONSTRUCTION.

Ou motion by Mr. Gill ordered: “That
the report of the Engineer who reported
on fthe North Beach Road and Curtis
Street, Oshorne Park, be laid upon the
Table of the House”

MOTION — ORCHARDS DESTRUC-
TION, TO INQUIRE.

Mr. DRAPER (West Perth) moved—
That a select commitice be appointed

o inguire into the circumstances under
which three orchards in West Perth
were destroyed by the Agricullural De-
partment in March, 1906, and to recom-
mend what compensation, if any, should
be paid lo the owners of such orchards.
He said: Some ten days age I moved for
the production of the papers in connec-
tion with this matier. My objeet in so
doing was that I could peruse the jacket
relating to the matter at issue, and that
members conld have an oportunity of
verifying what I had previously said and
what I intend to say to-night. The mo-
tion was ecarried, and I must protest
against the course which is being followed.
I do not know if it is the practice, for
I have not been long in the House, but
what has happened in this case is, that
the papers have not heen laid on the
Table. Surely when such papers arve de-
sired by members they should he pro-
duced if a motion to that effect has been
carried. In order that I can refer to the
grievances suffered it is necessary that I
should see the papers, and get the fullest
possible information. So far as I am per-
sonally concerned the Minister for Agri-
enlture has given me every faeility to
see the papers, but fo-night I should like
to use and quote from them, and if T can-
nnt get them I cannot lay my case hefore
members. [The Honorary Minister
handed the papers fo the hon. member.]
The facts in this case are familiar to
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some mewbers, In March, 1906, there
were three orchards in a Hourishing con-
dition in West Perth belonging to a widow
named Mrs. Backshaff, Mr. Liddelow, and
Mr. Ffarrington. Tlese orchards con-
tained about 400 trees, and of the number
300 were destroyed. Up to February,
1906, there was no suggestion whatever
of the existence of codlin moth in the
orchards. In faet these papers show that
the owners of the orchards took every
care {0 comply with the requirements of
the department. At that time the trees
were practieally clean from the pest.
In the monith of February an inspection
of the orchards was made, and, as 1 said
before, there was only the slightest trace
in each orchard of the codlin moth. I
believe the Minister for Agrienlture led
the House to infer that the pest was rife
in the district, but T would like to ask
members to bear this in mind that where
there are orchards comprising over 400
trees there should be some disiinet and
clear evidence that the pest, supposed
to exist, is practically general throughout
the orchard, before so large a number of
trees as 300 is destroyed. As to Mrs.
Backshaff, in his report of February,
1906, the inspector says:—

“I found one apple tree infested
with larve of the eodlin moth and two
apples and one pear where the moth
had evidently been at work.”

The report as to Mr. Ffarrington’s or-
chard is as follows:— '

“T found two apples infested with
codlin moth [arve.”

That was the only thing they discovered.
After perusing the jacket I cannot take
up the position that there has been no
authentic proof of the existence of codlin
moth, for it is abundantly clear that the
moth has been found at different times,
at all events in Albany, but what T am
complaining of is the fact that the or-
chards, which were of considerable valne,
were almost fotally destroyed upon insnf-
ficient grounds. TIn Mrs. Backshaff’'s or-
chard there were 69 trees, in Mr. Lidde-
low’s 70 frees, and in Mr. Ffarrington’s
157, making a total of over 300 trees.
Those trees were of considerable value,
and in fact T do not think it unreason-
able, eonsidering their age and that they
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were in full bearing and in flourishing
condition, to put the value down at less
than £3 a tree. Mr. Ffarrington was re-
caiving a rental of £2 10s. a week for his
orchard, but the remains of it now return
a rental of only £1 3s. a week. The re-
duction is due entirely to the destruction
caused by killing the trees. LInunediately
after the traces of moth were diseovered
in the orchards, the fruit was destroyed.
In the following month, March, 1906, 300
of the 400 trees were also desiroyed. I
understand i is the practice of the de-
pariment in these cases not to destroy
the trees at once but in the first in-
sltance  to  adopt  other  measures.
These measures, for some reason of which
I am not aware, were not iaken in this
case, but apparently on acconnt of the
discovery of slight traces of codiin moth
the orchards were practically destroyed.
In adition to the actual loss they sus-
tained by the desiruction of the trees the
owners were called upen to bear the ex-
pense of the destruetion, and the perusal
of the papers will show members that such
practice is nwet carried out in all eases
where if is necessary to destroy irees
under the Insect Pests-Aet. For no ap-
parent reason that I can see, these un-
fortunate people had to bear the cosi of
their own desbruetion,

Mr. Bath: It depends on the constitu-
eney.

Mr. DRAPER: At that time the con-
stitueney was represented by the late Mr.
Thngworth, who introduced a deputa-
tion to the then Premier (Mr. Rason) on
the matter. Looking through the jackets
it would appear that Mr. Rason was at
any rate in sympathy with the deputa-
tion. Not only did he express sympathy,
but he put that sympathy inte practical
form, because he wrote a minute to the
then Minister for Lands—the present
Premier—on the question. After going
into some of the faets I have menfioned
he wrote:—

"“These with others (referring ic w2
trees destroyed) were all mature trecs
in full bearing, and their destruction
of course means a very heavy loss to
the owners. They ask for compensa-
tion. I wish you would obtain a full
rveport. The desiruction of the trees
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being in the interests of the fruit-
growers of the whole State, a request
for ¢ompensation does not appear un-
reasonable.”
That minute was sent on to the Minister
for Lands, and he referred it to the
Divector of Agriculture, Mr. Chaplin. I
cannot understand the Minister adopting
such a course, considering it was a ques-
tion of compensation and on a recommen-
dation from the Premier. He should have
come to a decision himself, and not have
referred it to one of the officers of the de-
partment. who was thus placed in the
position practically of nswrping the fune-
tions of this House, and saying whether
compensaton should be granted or not.
The wmatter was merely rveferred to Mr,
Chaplin and he apparently did not un-
derstand the circumstances. He replied to
the minute to the effect thai these people
had not been injured, and then went on to

say they were claiming damages for,
among  other ihings, the loss of the
shade of the frees. That was the
spirit  in which  he received the

ntinute of the Premier. Mr. Chaplain
regarded the position of the unforiunate
people, whose property was almosi totally
destroved, in so sympathetic a spirit that
e imagined they were asking for com-
pensation for loss of the shade of their
frees. The minute is open for the in-
spection of every member. Mr, Chaplin
then goes on to give his own views on the
question of compensation. He points onf
that in Vietoria and New South Wales,
where trees or vines had been destroved,
compensation was granted. but for his
own personal partienlar reasons he did
not  consider compensation should be
granted in this State. What Mr. Chaplin
thought with regard to the right of people
to receive compensation in this Stafte had
nothing to do with the question. for it
was surely a mafter for this House to de-
cide. Tt may be that the inspectors were
fully within their rights, aceording to law,
o cutting down the trees. hut what we
have to econsider js this. We have un-
doubtedly a minute on the file from the
then Premier pointing ouni thai the pro-
perty had been destroved for the henefit
of those who inhabited the State. and that
when destrnetion of that kind had heen
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carried out it was only fair and reasonable
that compensation should be granted te
the ndividual sufferers. The same prin-
ciple not only applies to those who have
the misfortune to have their property in
the shape of trees or vines destroyed, but
it also equally applies to those whose
catile have heen destroyed in order that
the community might benefit. In moving
this motion to-night 1 am fully aware if
the Government choose io oppose me I
shall not get my committee, but T shall
have done this, I shall have brought te
the notice of the House that the present
Act relating fo insect pests does a con-
siderable amount of injustice. I would
ask hou. members to recognise that what-
ever lhe Aet may say, it is only fair and
reasobable that compensation should be
granted io those whose property has been
destroxed for the benefit of the whole
State,  Bearing that important prineciple
in mind. it is desivable that the eirenm-
siances connected with the destruetion of
these orchards in West Perth should be
brought, to light. These wnifortunate peo-
ple who owned the orchards cannot take
any action against the Crown, they have
no legal remedy, but the only thing they
can do is to ask the House to hold an in-
quiry. into all the circumstances, and then
the committee of the Hpuse can recom-
mend what eompensation, if any, should
be granted to the sufferers. I hope hon.
members will snpport the motion.

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hen.
James Mitchell): 1 am quite prepared
to admit that the facts are as stated by
the member for West Perth. It seems to
me, however, that no good c¢an come
from the appointment of a seleet com-
mittee to inquire inte this matter. It is
a question of poliey after all, and if the
hon. membey had looked into the Aect he
would have found ihat it 1is provided
there that no eompensation shall be paid
for the destruetion of orchards. The
means cannot be arranged for advertising
officers of the departmeni were only
doing their duty when they made their
recommendation in regard to this orchard,
and the destruction of the trees. It is
a serious matter, this discovery of cod-
lin moth in the State. and the depart-
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mental officers were right in taking the
most drastic measures to stamp out the
disease. It is true, wherever you deal
with a pest, you must work a hardship
on the owner of an orchard but in
stamping out a pest in one ovchard we
benefit the rest of the State. That ap-
plies also to the other diseases that we
have endeavoured to stamp out. In the
case of disease in eattle no eompensa-
tion is paid; the eattle are desiroyed for
the benelit of the public health, and ne
compensation is given. The whole, case
made out by the member Tor West Perth
is really in connection with -the question
of eompensation, which, after all, is o
wmatler of poliey. No guod can come from
the appointment of a select committee.
The Aect will have to be amended if com-
peusation is to he paid. I am not pre-
parved to admit we ean face this guesiion
of eompensation in connection with the
destruction of fruit trees. 1 think the
hon. member having called attention to
the faet that the trees were destroyed
without compensation having been paid,
the question wow is whether the Govern-
ment are prepared to alter the policy
in rvegard to this matter. For my part,
1 am not prepared to recommend it.

Mr. JACOBY (Swan): I think the
time has arvived when we shounld take
into consideration the whole question of
dealing with those cases where the pro-
perty of the individual is destroyed in
order to protect the State. It appears
to me that some gystem should he adopi-
ed whereby. in cases of orchards for in-
stance, we might establish some small
acreage tax per orchard, so as to pro-
vide for the lime which may oceur when
an important distriet may become in-
fected with codlin moth, and it may be
in the interests of the State that the
whole of the infected orchards should
be destroyed. Under the present cir-
cumstances no provision is made for
compensation, and it would mean the ab-
solute ruin of several urchards. Tn con-
nection with the proposal of the member
for West Perth. I propose to vote for
the motion he has submitted, not so
much because I imagine there is need
for compensation in this ease. because
I cannot eonceive of apple trees being
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of much value when they are grown in
an nusuitable climate and situation such
as these were, bui the committee may
raise the whole question and bring pro-
minenily hefore the Government the
fact that thev will find it neeessary to
establish an insurance fund, such fund
to be contributed by the orchardists
themselves, in the same way that the
South Australian vignerons have estab-
lished a system there in anticipation of
having at some time to eombat phyl-
loxera. Years ago the South Australians
met together, and after consultation
with the Government, decided to put an
AcTeage (ax wn each vinevard, and the
amunt raigsed i now available o meet
-any emergeney that may arvise in any
portion of the Siate which may become
infected. The vines will be instantly wp-
rooted, and the owners will be compen-
sated from this fand. It is more in the
hope of raising the whole guestion that
I am voting for the motion: not so
mueb in the antieipation that any evi-
dence the hon. member may bring for-
ward will lead the committee to recom-
mend anything like serious eompensa-
tion,

Question put and passed.

Ballot taken, and the following ap-
pointed a select committee, namely :—
Messrs Brown, Gill, Jacoby, Swan, with
the mover (Mr. Draper), with power to
call for person and papers, to sit on days
over which the House stands adjourned,
and to report on 15th December.

PAPERS—MINES REGULATION
BILLS.
Mr. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe} moved—
That all papers in connection with
the Mines Regulation B, 1905 (intro-
duced by Mr. Hastie) and the Mines
Regulation Rill 1906 (introduced by
Mr. Gregory) be laid upon the Table
of the House.

He said: T do not intend to weary the
House move ihan te give reasons for
moving for the production of ihese
papers. A little time ago it came to my
knowledge that a certain clause had erept
into the Bill of 1906, the nature of which
the Minisier in charge of the Bill had
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very nicely avoided mentioning to the
Honse. It was not discovered by any
hon. member. It was enly by chance that
I was informed that the clause was in
existence. I challenged the Minister on
the public platform at Boulder with
having given information in respeet to
that clanse to the Mine Owners’ Asso-
ciation in London. The clause affects
the right of injured persons to sue for
damages for injuries reeeived through
a hreach of the Aect or regulations.
1n reply to my charge the Minister made
a lung statement to the various news-
papers in the State, and while not deny-
ing it

The Winister for Mmes: 1 did deny it

Mr. SCADDAN: Well T will take it
that he did deny it. He admitted in a
roundabout way that he had eabled
through the Premier's office in reply to
statements made by the Mine Owner’s As-
sociation in London. To a certain exient
I am speaking at second-hand, and T want
the papers in order to salisfy myself as
to whether the statement I made was cor-
reet or incorreet. It is the only nppor-
tunity I will have of speaking io the ques-
tion. and the Minister is in a position to
deny it from his seat in the House. But
I helieve the Mine Owners’ Association in
London eomplained aboui certain clanses
in the Bill. They complained ihrongh
the Agent General to the Premier. and
through the Premier to the Minister in
charge of the Bill. T am informed that
the Minister arranged a précis to =end
throngh the Premier giving certain infor-
mation to the dlne Owners’ Association
in London. It was done through the
Agent General, who had forwarded their
eomplaints. In that précis the %Linister
stated, as far as I can airive at his words,
“the Bill which is now before Parliament
removes any doubt that might have ex-
isted under previous legislation giving the
right to injured persons to sne for dam-
ages under the Mines Regulation Bill.”
That, to my way of thinking. was bolding
out a salve o ihese gentlemen in London
who had heen eomplaining io the Mini-
ster. I contend the Minister was lacking
in his duty if he was in posses<ion of
special knowledge with regard v this
clanse when the Bill was passing through
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the Chamber, seeing that he did not in-
form the House to that effeet. In his
reply to wy charge he declared that the
clause was very plain, and that anybody
could have understood it. For my part
I do not think anybody would have so
interpreted o clause with the marginal
note “Application of penalties,” and
which reads as follows:—
“1,  Where a penalty is imposed under
ithe Aet for any offence against this
Act, whiech has oeecasioned loss of life
or personal injury the Court may, if it
thinks fit, direet such penalty or any
portion thereof to be paid to the person
or distributed among the persons in-
jured ur the relatives of afy person
whose death may have been occasioned
by the aet or omission eonstituting such
offence; provided that {a.} Such person
ar person did aat, in its opinion, eom-
niit. and were not parties to committing
the offence; and (b.) The faet of the
payment or distribution shall not in any
way affect or he receivable as evidence
in any legal proceeding relative to or
consequential upon the act or omission
conslituting the offence. 2. Nothing
in this Aect contained shall eonfer on
any person a right of action which
would not have acerved to him if this
Act had not been passed.”
I want to assert in the presence of the
Minister that he was aware of that
clause when the Bill was before this
Chamber, and that as a maiter of fact he
went so far as to ask the advice of ihe
Crown Law Department as to whether the
clause would remove all doubt in connee-
tion with this particular matter.  The
Minister denied that, and I wanf him to
dany %t on the floor of the House, and to
say if he can that he did not request the
advice of the Crown Law Department on
the point. I believe the Crown Law De-
partment replied in the affirmative. I
remember that when we attempted to have
reinserted in this very Bill a c¢lause which
would have given the right to @n injured
person to recover damages owing to negli-
gence on the part of the owner or his
servant, the Minister, with the Attorney
General, opposed us and yet carefully
avoided referring to the fact that there
was a claunse in the Bill removing that
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right. 1t was apparently part of the
policy of the Government to remove any
possibility of an imjured person recover-
ing damages, and yet they refrained from
mentioning it but permitted the Commit-
tee to diseuss the question for about three
hours. Surely, knowing as I do that the
Minister was in possession of the fact that
thiz Bill was removing that doubt, the
Minister wonld have been doing his duty
if he had informed wembers of the
provision prior to this amendment being
discussed.

The Minister for Mines:

the ¢lause?
. Mr. SCADDAN : But the Minister
evaded doing it. It does not affeel the
position to-day who drafted the clause.
The fact that the Minister asked the
Crown Law Department durving the pas-
sage of the Bill to express an opinien
whether it would remove that doubt once
and for ail, and that they replied in the
aflirmative while he refrained from men-
tioning it to the House, is sufficient for
me to charge the Minister with having
failed in his duty to members.” With re-
gard to the faet that it was introdueed in
Mr. Hastie’'s Bill T charge Mr. Hastie,
together with the present Minister, with
having done somnething that was not in the
interests of those whom the Bill was sup-
posed to benefit.

The Minister for Mines : Do not for-
get that the member for Guildford (Mr.
Johnson). was in charge of the Mines De-
partment right through the drafting of '
thar Bill.

Mr. SCADDAN : T am fair enough to
the diffeent Ministers by asking for the
papers——

The Minister for Mines ;
are.

Mr. SCADDAN :  Dealing with the
Mines Regnlation Bill introduced by Mr.
Hastie, together with the papers dealing
with the Mines Regulation Bill introduced
by the preseni Minister.

Mr. Troy: Did Mr. Hastie or the mem-
ber for Guildford mislead the Iouse in
a similar way ?

Mr. SCADDAN : The Bill introduced
by Mr. Hastie was read a second time
hut did not reach the Committee stage.
So the clause was not reached. But in

Whao drafted

Here they
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the case of the Bill introduced by the pre-
sent Minister the clause was reached and
passed. An amendment was moved to
reinsert the section of the old Aet which
had been repealed, because of the passing
of the Employers’ Liability Aet and the
Workers Compensation Aet, but the
Minister for Mines refrained from in-
forming the Committee that this clause
preventing action being taken under the
Mines Regulation Act existed in the Bill.
As a matter of fact, no one knew it ex-
cept the Minister and the Crown Law
Department, unti! a little time ago.

Br. Collier : They knew in Londoen.

Mr. SGADDAN : In spite of the many
times the Minister has asserted that his
Bill is better than that introdueed by Mr,
Hiastie, I am not satisfied thai the Bill
introduced by Mr. Hastie was solely his

own. [ want to find out whether Mr,
Hastie was responsible for this eclause
being inserted, and at this stage I
would rather believe that it was in-
serted by the Crown Law Depart-
ment ; hecause T believe the present

Minijster had under consideration a draft
of a Mines Regulation Bill before Mr.
Hastie took over the econtrol of the de-
partment. At any rate, the Minister
gtated publicly on several oceasions that
e proposed to bring down a compre-
hensive Mines Regulation Bill as early as
possible in the oext Parliament, and that
was the Parliament in which the Labour
Government were in power. In view of
that tact T am still of opinion and will
remnain so untill T can prove otherwise
from the papers, thal this provision was
in the draft measure hefore Mr. Hastie
took office. If that was not the case, then
I charge Mr. Hastie and the present Min-
ister with bheing unfaithful to members
in not informing the Chamber of the ex-
istence of this clause, beeause it is a dis-
tinet Auty nn the part of a , Minister
when introdueing a Bill to inform mem-
hers of all changes as compared with the
existing law : and if Mr. Hastie failed
te do that, he failed in his duty. T charge
rim with having failed in his duty just as
much a2 I charge the present Minister.
My object in bringing this matter hefore
the Honge is hecause il is of vital im-
portance to the men emploved in  our
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mines. They lLave the right to recover
damages under the Emplovers’ Liability
Act, and under the Workers' Compensa-
tion Aet, and the Minister says they have
the right under common law, but when a
case is taken before our courts under the
common law we have the argument ad-
vaneed that the men are in common em-
ployment and the company cannot be held
responsible for the aet of a fellow em-
plovee, the result being that this right is
taken away from the men., We have on
the statutes an Act for the proteetion of
the wen employed in our mines. There
are hetween 17,000 and 18,000 of them,
and surely it is a matter of vital import-
ance to the whole community to see that
they are properly protected, but it is
nseless on the one hand to give them
protection hy Aet of Parliament, and
then on the other hand to remove
any right to sue for damages owing
‘to a breach of that Aect; it is use-
less to provide a penalty of £10 in the
event of the evasion of any of the pro-
vigions in the Aet when a person has been
seriously or fatally injured ; it is useless
to the injured person ; so that the Mines
Regulation Act is practieally a dead letter.
As fav as its administration is concerned,
it is absolutely useless from the point of
view of being a benefit to the men em-
ployed, and I regret the Minister did not
take mambers into his confidence and in-
form us of this faet when the Bill was
in Committee. The Minister would not
Fave permitted the rountry to know the
fact had it not come out in a certain
wranner. T was able to aseertain from
something that eame from London that
it was well known in TLondon when
it was unknown here,

PThe Minister for Bines: Nothing of
the sart: you had no need to gn fo Lon-
don.

Mr, SCADDAN: T did not go to Lon-
ion, but I got the information all the
same. I want to inform the House of the
amendment .moved to the Mines Regula-
tion Bill by the member for Murchison
tn show that'it had a bearing on this
particular point. His amendment was
as follows ;:—

“If any person emploved in or
about a mine suffers injury in person,
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or 18- killed, owing to the negligence of

the owner of such mine or his agents,
;- or-owing to the non-observance in such
" nrine of any of'the provisions of this

Act (suech non-observance not heing

solely due to the negligence of the per-

son so injured or killed), the person

“injured, ‘or the personal representatives

of the person so killed, may recover

in any conrt of ecompetent jurisdie-

tion, from the owner of such mine,

compensation by way of damages as

for a tort ecommitted by such owner.”
That was exactly contrary to what was
contained ‘in Suhelause 2 of Clanse 62 of
the: Bill, yet the Minister in lis second
veading speech and also in his remarks
on this partiealar amendment, which T
have gone (hrough earefully, evaded re-
ferring to it in any fashion. It was not
kuown that this clauge was in the Bill until
such times as the Minister admitted it
through the eolumns of the Press after
e had been cliarged by we ; and I con-
tend it was a zerions ¢harge to make. The
Minister in repiy to my statement en-
deavoured to cover up his tracks and to
et away on sgide issues.

The Minister for Mines : You made
a statement that was not eorreet and I
conlradicted it.

Mr. SCADDAN : I made a statement
that was absolutely correet and it will be
found to be correct mn a perusal of the
files. T eontended that his aetion in this
connection alone was suffieient to prove
the correetness of my rvemark that he was
much more eoneerned about the interests
of the mine owners in London than about
the lives and limbs of our breadwinners,
That was a statement I made publicly,
and [ contend now that my remark must
stand unless the Minister ean show that
he did not cable the information to
London. Tf he can show that he did not
I will unreservedly withdraw the state-
ment.

The Minisier for Mines : You need
not worry, you will have to withdraw the
Tot.

Mr. SCADDAN :  Many times the
Minister has tried to misprove statements
T have made, and he has turned up oid
files, and new ones as well, to prove them

ineorrect, but he has not heen able to dis-
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prove any one of them, and 1 think he
will find that I am absolutely correct in
this matter. Therefore I repeat the
charge in this Chamber ; and if T am in-
correet I will withdraw -unreservedly
shonld the files prove that it is untrue. I
helieve the Minister will lay the files on
the Table, and possibly at a later date it
will be necessary for e fo have somé
thing further Lo say.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): 1 have brought the papers
with me and 1 have no objection to lay-
ing them on the Table. The section of
the Aet in question says:—

““Nolhing in this Act eontained
shiall confer on guy person a right of
action which would not have acerued
to  him if this Aet had not been
passed.”’

That is the ernx of the whole question,
and it will be found by the file that
workers have the right to sue for dam-
ages under the common law, the Bm-
plovers’ Liability Aet and the Workers’
Compensation Act, that is in connection
with the administration of all the Aects.
1t was eontended when nction was taken
in the. Sapreme Court hat aetion eauld
also be taken under the Mines Regula-
tion Act: and L received letters from
the miners’ union in Kalgoorlie asking
me whether wé could not make some
speeial provision in the Mines Regula-
tion Bill denling with actions that might
arise in connection with aceidents in
mines. We had no special provision ex-
copt in the Machinery Aect: and we held
that all thalt was necessary was lo fol-
low the usual eourse, namely, tbat if
an aceident occurred, say under the
Machinery Act, the worker ecould sne for
damages under the Employers’ Liability
Act, the Workers' Compensation Act,
or the common law. It applied to al
our other legislation and might apply
equally to the Mines Regulation Bill
The clause the hon. member takes ex-
ceptinn to was taken from the Bill in-
troduced when the member for Guildford
was Minister for Mines. ‘

Mr. Scadden: He was not the Mini-
ster.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: 1t was
introdueed when he was Minister. He
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weni through the Bill and he corrected
the drafi Bill as the member for Ivan-
boe will find when he goes through the
fite. Ti is no use throwing the responsi-
bility uvn someone else outside the Cham-
ber any more than the hon, member can
eseape from his own respousibility, be-
canse he was here when hoth Bills were
put through and he was neglectful in
his duty, or else he could not understand
the common language of the clause,
though it was perfectly clear.

Mr. Scaddan: You were not perfectly
satisfied about it ¢

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
subclause was taken from ihe Bill in-
roduced by the Daglish Administration
ind was copied into this Bill, our legis-
lation remaining exactly the same as be-
fore, namely, that in ease any aceident
should take place the persen who wet
with that aceident would have to apply
hrongh the same old channels—the Em-
olovers’ Liability Aet, the Workers’
Compensation Aet or the common law.
[ do not think it is necessary for me fo
leal with the question raised by the hon.
nemher regarding a message sent to
sondon. Tt was a message sent to the
nine owners in London in regard to the
3L T do not know that the date is on
he file. but it was just afier the Bill
sassed that I was asked by the Premier
o draft a cablegram to saud to London
n eonieetion with the matier, and this
g the drafy 1 sent:

““Mines Regulation just passed
gives liberal interpretation of repeal
Sunday Labour Mines Aect.  Clauses
velative sse reduction. piant ave as
formerly, and continuity process is
allowed. but no work except in case
emergeney and general repairs al-
lowed below ground. Surface men ex-
cept officials  and others specifically
menlioned, they must have one day
off in fourteen. This is only new
vestrietion of past legislation and
from humanity point commends itself,
and should not entail much trouble
to managers. ™’

‘hat was the cable T drafted, and which
ras sent by the Premier’s office.
Mr. Seadden: Ts that the whole of jt?
he onhy ane sent ?

L]

(2 DecemseR, 1908.]

Bill— Papers. 591

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
the whole of the eable [ sent in can-
neciion with that matter. There was
a long acecount sent afterwards by the
Premier,

Mr. Seaddan: And what was in that?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
was no knowledge of that until I pub-
lished it. The hon. mewmber, in his
speech. was simply dealing with faets
which I gave to the Press; but the way
he put it was altogeiher eontrary io
fact. T wish 1 had a copy of his speech
here. for T would like to deal with the
question he raised, and the manner in
which he spoke on the platform on that
point some time ago.  That, however, is
nutside the question. The papers are
here, and after the motion lhas been deali;
with, T will ask leave to put them on
the Table of the House. When the hon.
member sees the papers and peruses
them he will find that in what he has
been veferring to to-night he has found
a mare’s nest. What he was referring
to related to an entirely different matter
from what he thought. He obtained pri-
vate information, and on this occasion:
that information bappens to be wrong.
The question he spoke of was not the
one referred to the Crown Law Depart-
meni. The information he has obtained
in this case is particularly bad, as he
will find if he peruses the papers. T
have acted quite fairly and propecly,
and I do not think I have anything (o
apologise for in eonnection with this
pariicular section, for after the clauses
of the Bill had been debated ai great
length, the particular one to which he
now fakes so much exception, passed
through the House without one word
heing said upon it from either side.

Mr. SCADDAN (im veply): It
would have been mueh fairer on the pari
of the Minister, in view of the fact that
he read one cablegram from the file so
that it might be published by the Press,
if be had read also the message (0 whieh T
referred. 1 never referred to the one he
read. He does not deny the statements
1 made.

The Minister for Mines : The other
message was a long précis of the Bill sent
by post afterwards.
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Mr. SCADDAN: [ refer to the préeis

in which he informed the Mine Owners’

Association in London as (o certain parts

of the Bill, whereas he had not given the
intarmation to this Chamber.

The Mmisier for Mines : You were
tallking about a cablegram sent to
London. :

Mr. SCADDAN :
one was sent 3

The Minister for Mines .
read out the énly cable sent.

"Mr. SCADDAN : Was another mes-
sage sent ? If there was, the Minister
has not read it.

The Minister for Mines :
that to be published.

Mr. SCADDAN :
now 7

The Minister for Mines :
half a eolumn of it.

Mr. SCADDAN : There is uot half

~a column of the matter to which I re-
terred. There was only a sinall paragraph
dealing with this partieular section. It
was the coneluding paragraph. All the
Minister is-now doing is to try and quibble
out” of the position into which he has got.
1t is nonsense for the Minister to say that
he is sorry he has not all the partienlars
hefore him now, so that he conld reply to
ihe speech I made on the question, for this
tintice of maotion has been on the Notice
Paper for some time. He even obtained
the- files, and yei he now says he eannot
find the siaiements made by me. All he
savs is that he denies the aceuracy of what
I said. Ii is easy for the Minister to say
that my statement is incorrect, but in
what direction, let him tell me, is it in-

Do you deny this

I have just

I cansed
Why not read it

There is

correct ¢ ¥t would be much fairer for
him to read the préeis which was
sent by him ito England. He seemed

only toe glad o read the eablegram, which
puts his case in a good light, and makes
him bear the appearance of a good fellow,
hut it dees not apply fo the present
position at all.

The Minister for Mines (in explaua-
fion) : The hen. member makes an un-
true statement. He spoke of a eable
whieh was seni to London ; T have read
nut the full terms of that cable. There
was afterwards a message sent by the
Premier, which dealt with the whole Bill.
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That is quite a different matter from the
eable. I am prepared to read to members,
if they desire it, the full text of that
pricis.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member
must not use the word “untrue” when

deseribing  the remarks of another
member.
The Minister for Mines ; 1 withdraw

the word. His statement was ineorrect.

Mr. SPEAKER ; The Minister for
Mines has denied the aceuracy of the
stalement made by the member for Ivan-
hoe, who must aecordingly withdraw,

Mr. SCADDAN : T did not say that
the message to which I referred went by
cablegram. T merely said that the message
was sent from the Premier’s office. 1
withdraw the statement that a cable was
sent, mud T now say that a message was
despatched to the Agent General 1
would ask the Minister to rend that mes-
sage. He has said he is willing (o do so,
and it is just as well that he should let
members know what it was that was sent.
Personally, T have not read that message,

The Minisler for Mines : You have
read i,

Mr. SCADDAN : Only a
portion of it was published.

The Minister for Mines :
all of it, .

Mr. SCADDAN
Minister read it again 7

The Minister for Mines: Tt
already been publighed.

Question put and passed.

=mall
I published

Well, will the

has

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Papers relating tc
the removal of the Old Men s Home from
Geraldton (ordered on wmotion by Mr
Carson)., 2, Report of the Zoological
and Acclimatisation Committee, 1907-8
3, Papers relating to the delivery of bag-
gage at Fremantle (ordered on motion by
Mr. Angwin). 4, Papers relating to the
destruclion of orchards in West Perth
{ordered an mofion hy Mr. Draper).

By the Minister for Railways: Papers
in eonnection with the Mines Regulation
Billz. 1905, 1906.

Haouse adjourned at 10.37 pm.
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